
Eastleigh Secondary School Alumni 
Holiday Inn, Brentford, London – 25th September 2011 

 
The Third Reunion of ex-students and teachers was held on 25th September 2011 at the 
Holiday Inn in Brentford from 12:30 pm to 6:00 pm.   
 
The organisers contacted more than 400 ex-students and teachers, both in the UK and 
overseas – in the USA, Canada, Kenya, the Middle East and Europe. The aim was to bring 
them all together under one roof for an afternoon of music, food and drink, memories and 
nostalgia!! The other aim was to pay tribute to one of our best known and most admired 
teachers, Mr Francis Mendonca. Mr and Mrs Mendonca were our Chief Guests for the event.  
 
On the day, there were as many 180 participants, including wives and friends of nearly 110 
ex-students. There was Prem, Parvin, Surinder and Daljit from the US; Iqbal, Satpal, Sewa, 
Narinder, Nilam and Ramesh from Canada. Others came from Manchester, Cardiff, 
Birmingham, and Leicester. Most were from London and the South East. They all valued the 
helpful and efficient registration by our volunteers. The participants’ pack included the 
souvenir magazine, programme, list of participants, seating plan, Feedback Sheet, Order 
Form and a letter from David Kilonzi, the Chief Principal at Eastleigh High School. The hotel 
staff served hot fish pakoras and spring rolls as well as soft drinks. Notwithstanding significant 
travel obstacles, including lane closures and traffic delays south of the river, Mr. and Mrs 
Mendonca managed to arrive at the event. 
 
On behalf of the organisers, Vijay Patel, the Secretary, welcomed everyone. He introduced 
Parvin Syal, one of our alumni from Los Angeles, as the Master of Ceremonies for the 
afternoon. Starters were served. Parvin did a wonderful job and admirably kept the whole 
thing together introducing all the items on the Programme.   
 
Jayant Tanna, Chairman, thanked Mr and Mrs Mendonca for agreeing to attend our function 
as the Chief Guests. He addressed the gathering and thanked all those present as well as the 
committee. Jayant referred to the late Mr Uppal’s speech in 1962/63 which outlined the 
difficulties all students were facing at home – high unemployment, overcrowded housing, 
semi-literate parents, lack of English language skills – and yet we had succeeded! Because of 
our teachers like Mr Mendonca! He paid a rich tribute to the contribution Mr Mendonca had 
made as a teacher of English Literature in particular, in helping all the students to not only 
succeed in their chosen profession but also to become good citizens and human beings. 
Jayant then went on to report on the progress made by his committee since the 2006 
Reunion. The few Sunday lunches with Karaoke singing had been very successful. The two 
General Meetings provided comprehensive information and transparency in the reports and 
accounts. The members brought good ideas, comments and suggestions and elected new 
committees. We had 154 paid members and he urged more to join. The financial situation 
was extremely healthy and the generous donations collected would help support EHS in 
Nairobi although more will be needed to meet the needs identified in the letter from the 
current Principal Mr Kilonzi.  
 
As Mr Mendonca was not in the best of health, his son and also an alumnus of ESS, Philip 
Mendonca, spoke on his behalf. He commended the Chairman and his committee for 
organising such a wonderful event so well. He thanked them for inviting Mr and Mrs 
Mendonca as guests and related an interesting way that his father used to make learning 
English fun (e.g. ‘FISH’ was really ‘GHOTI!)’. He wished ESS Alumni success in their noble 
endeavours. Saleh Mamon, one of the ex-colleagues of Mr Mendonca, paid tribute to him for 
his enormous contribution to his pupils’ success in English.  
 
Nisar Butt and Jayant Tanna briefed the members on the new, universally acclaimed website 
of ESS Alumni. A lot of effort had gone in to making it so full of facts, figures, photographs 
and events. However, the breakdown of technology meant we could not explain the website 
effectively. Nisar had also made a slide show of photographs which was played through the 
afternoon on two big screens, much to the nostalgic pleasure of the alumni!  
 



The Chairman, Jayant Tanna, presented gifts to the three teachers, Mr Mendonca, Mr Vaid 
and Mr Mamon, on behalf of all ex-students. There were some melodious songs, old and 
new, accompanied by live music provided by the ‘Echoes’ music band. They all enjoyed the 
entertainment provided by Ramesh Jilka and Party, although at times, the P.A. system was 
not very helpful. Raffle prizes organised by Varinder Seth, were announced and distributed. 
The Raffle raised £423. Our donors for the Raffle prizes deserve our thanks. They include 
Specsavers of Harrow for the Samsung Digital camera; Gurdip Singh Bahra of Maidenhead 
for Blood Pressure monitor; Jamaica Plantations for designer Cups and Saucers; Enfield 
Wine Merchants for a bottle of Wine; Hasu Joshi for bottle of Champagne and Unhar and 
Sudheer Gupta for a Crystal Vase. There were also 3 lovely pictures donated by Harish 
Luther, which were auctioned for £95. Photographs of all the colleagues were taken in order 
of their Year of Leaving. A CD containing copies of ESS magazines from 1954, 1956 to 1967, 
1969 and 1971 was available to members for £5.00.  
 
In order to mark the occasion, a souvenir magazine was published and presented to all 
participants. The magazine, edited by Jayant Tanna, included personal profiles he had 
received of ex-Principals, ex-teachers and of 80 ex-students, with their ‘now and then’ 
photographs. It had interesting photographs of the last reunion in 2006 and photographs of 
the presentation of computers to EHS in 2007. The profiles made a fascinating reading of the 
trials and tribulations, joys and sorrows and the development and progress of all ex-students 
and teachers. They had all lived up to the school motto ‘Industry and Integrity’. 
 
Our special thanks go to all our advertisers; Makita, Sarova, Branded Tools, Laly’s Pharmacy, 
Khalid Chaudhry, Ableman Shaw, Flora Associates, Majors, Glemtex and Sethi & Sethi for 
our magazine. We also thank all those who gave their goodwill messages in our magazine. 
Rakesh and Sandeep Ruparelia of Spot Colour Ltd deserve special thanks for their hard work 
in producing our souvenir magazine in very limited time. I would also like to express my 
thanks to each and every ex-student who provided their own profile and photograph.  
 
A number of colleagues thanked the organisers for the wonderful occasion. On behalf of all 
the participants, Ahmed Jee Khan thanked the musicians, the caterers, the very generous 
advertisers, the guests and everyone else who had helped to make the event so successful. 
He proposed a Vote of Thanks to the Chairman and committee for their wonderful 
organisation, dedication and commitment, which was acknowledged by all. As it was getting 
late for quite a few members, they were obliged to leave early. But many stayed back to 
discuss ‘Next Steps’.   
 
There was a brief discussion, anchored by Parvin Syal and Jayant Tanna, on the future 
activities of ESS Alumni. Almost all agreed with the proposal of organising a limited ‘Reunion 
+ Holiday’ programme in an attractive setting like Los Angeles, Las Vegas, Panama, etc. It 
was agreed that Parvin Syal together with Prem Sharma and Ramesh Rattan, would explore 
these ideas further and come back to the Committee with more concrete proposals with dates 
and costs. Nilam Bedi also volunteered to explore Toronto as a venue because there are a 
number of ESS alumni in the area. Many ESS alumni have friends/relatives here and 
attending a reunion can be combined with the intention of spending time with family and 
relatives. Toronto also offers the availability of many venues for the event. 
 
The feedback on the Reunion event from members was generally very positive. They thought 
the organisation was excellent overall. They appreciated the amount of work before the event, 
especially in publishing the magazine. The efficiency of delivery on the day was also 
recognised. The off street car parking and the bland, cold food served was less to their liking. 
Papri Chaat and the fruit salad dessert left a lot to be desired. The magazine CDs were faulty 
and had to be replaced. The unavoidable late start did not help in trying to run the programme 
to schedule. But they all appreciated the opportunity to meet old friends and teachers, 
especially Mr Mendonca, in a lovely, convivial atmosphere. 
 
The evening came to an end at about 6 pm. Those present went away with renewed 
enthusiasm for keeping connected and working towards maintaining not only the memories of 
their times at ESS but also for contributing towards the ongoing success of the institution. 


