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In the blue of the sky,

in the green of the forest,

Whose is the hand that has painted the glow?

When the winds are asleep in the womb of the ether,

Who was it roused them and bade them to blow?

He is lost in the heart, in the cavern of Nature,

He is found in the brain, where He builds up the thought;

In the pattern and bloom of the flowers He is woven,

In the luminous net of the stars He is caught.

In the strength of a man, in the beauty of a woman,

In the laugh of a boy, in the blush of a girl;

The hand that sent Jupiter spinning through Heaven,

Spends all its cunning to fashion a curl.

These are His works and His veils and His shadows

But where is He then? By what name is He known?

Is He Krishna or Allah? Nanak or Christ? 

Bodied or bodiless? Twin or alone?

Sri Aurobindo

WHO?
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Seated (L to R): Nisar Butt (Treasurer), Jayant Tanna (Chairman), Vijay Patel (Secretary)
Standing (L to R):   Pradeep Luther, Anil Lakhani, Harish Luther
Inset:  Varinder Singh

Jayantilal Tanna is from the Class of 1963. A retired Education Adviser, Jayant has been the 
Chairman of ESS Alumni since its inception in 2007.

Vijay Patel is from the Class of 1968. Vijay is a retired Certified and Chartered Accountant and 
has been the Secretary of ESS Alumni since its inception in 2007. 

Nisar Butt is from the Class of 1963. Nisar is a retired Chartered Accountant and has been the 
Treasurer of ESS Alumni since its inception in 2007. 

Pradeep Luther is from the Class of 1968. Pradeep is an academic researcher at Imperial Col-
lege, London and is a serving as a committee member of ESS Alumni.

Harish Luther is from the Class of 1965. Harish is a professional photographer and is serving as a 
committee member of ESS Alumni. 

Anil Lakhani is from the Class of 1968. Anil is a retired consultant haematologist and is serving 
as a committee member of ESS Alumni. 

Varinder Singh is from the Class of 1960. Varinder is a Chartered Accountant and is serving as a 
committee member of ESS Alumni.

ESS Alumni Committee Photograph
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Message from the Chairman - Mr. Jayantilal Tanna

Greetings!

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the Diamond Jubilee Reunion of 
ESS Alumni. Thank you for coming!

We started working on this Reunion back in February and booked this venue. The progress was worryingly 
slow and we were unable to plan in advance. However, after some hectic ringing, undying persistence, tons 
of patience and tremendous faith, we are able to see this day today. I hope you like what we have organised 
for you on this occasion and look forward to receiving your helpful feedback.  

As far as this magazine is concerned, we have profiles of most of the alumni attending the event. I found 
reading their profiles a fascinating experience. I hope you find the reading equally enthralling. Many 
congratulations to all of you. You have done ESS proud and have sincerely lived up to the school motto 
‘Industry and Integrity’. In my editing, in spite of my best efforts, if there are any errors, omissions or 
inaccuracies, I respectfully apologise.

We have attached a statement of accounts for your information.  We hope you find the details clear and 
informative. I would like to thank Nisar Butt for all his efforts in keeping very accurate financial records and 
producing a very clear set of accounts. We have also included a Report of our work which I hope is useful. 

I would like to thank all the advertisers most sincerely. This publication would not have been possible 
otherwise. I thank Naresh and Kavita of Liquid Bubble for their wonderful co-operation in producing this 
magazine. I also thank Neha Gudka of Langley Banqueting Suites for all her help, wonderful co-operation 
and useful suggestions. Anuradha and Kiran of Strings band have given us wonderful entertainment by their 
melody and music for which I thank them.  

I would like to pay a special tribute to Parvin Syal who arranged the voluntary services of Graphic Designer 
Avtar S. Chadda of ASC Graphics, Los Angeles, California for the 5 page collage of some memorable 
photographs. He also designed the beautiful cover of this magazine. We are most grateful to Parvin and 
Avtar. 

I would like to thank all committee members – Vijay, Varinder, Harish, Pradeep, Anil and particularly Nisar 
for all their hard work, ideas, advice, encouragement and support. They made my task so much easier.

Finally, I say a big ‘THANK YOU’ to all of you for your attendance, friendship, co-operation, loyalty and 
support. It is always such a pleasure!

Jayantilal Tanna  
Chairman     23rd October 2016
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Message from The Kenya High Commissioner
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Message from the Principal - Mr. Fred Awuor

On behalf of the EHS students, staff, parents, the Board of Management and all other stakeholders of the 
school, I wish to thank you most sincerely for organizing this Reunion to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of 
the school.

The alumni have done marvelously well in assisting the students and by extension the staff and parents of 
Eastleigh High School. They have paid for fees, clothing and feeding expenses of the orphan and needy 
children at the school. They have donated over eighty computers for the computer lab since 2006. They 
have re-painted the school and repaired the roof. And lately, they have paid for 150 new desks and chairs.

Our special thanks go to Mr. Jayant Tanna, the Chairman and Mr. Nisar Butt of ESS Alumni. Their constant 
efforts since 2006 have encouraged a number of old boys to pay a visit to the school. The climax was in 
November of 2013, when over 25 old boys from the UK, Canada and the USA visited the school and gave 
talks to our students. It was this homecoming that also launched the ESS Alumni - Kenya. Mr. Tanna, an 
accomplished teacher and an education advisor by profession has always added value academically to our 
students and staff whenever he visits us.

As we move forward, the school has undertaken to ensure that the students perform well academically, 
socially, spiritually and physically. This will only be possible with the help of the Alumni, the Ministry of 
Education, and the Constituency Development Fund. Some of the proposals are to start a hostel for the 
students, to equip the library with books, to equip the computer lab with e-learning materials and smart 
boards and to replace all the old stock of desks and chairs. 

Once more, I most sincerely thank everyone who has supported us in one way or another. Please rest 
assured you are precious to our boys, our staff and our parents. Please do visit us and we will make you feel 
most welcome anytime.

May God bless the Reunion most abundantly and all your families wherever they may be.

Awuor J.O. Fred 
Principal     16th September 2016
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ESS Alumni Update from the last Reunion

We have continued to provide opportunities for our members to meet, stay in touch and to engage in sharing life’s joys and 
sorrows, challenges and opportunities. At the same time, we have engaged with the current students and teachers at Eastleigh 
High School and supported the maintenance and development of the school. We give some examples below. 

Visit to Eastleigh High School in March 2012 
Nisar and Jayant visited ESS in Nairobi in March 2012 (at their own expense) and presented 33 computers to the school as 
a donation from all members of ESS Alumni. The Chair of Governors, staff, parents and pupils present were most thankful 
and grateful for our gesture. They hoped this generosity would continue. There is lots of improvement from 2007 visit e.g. 
IT teaching and equipment was better, the School Roll has increased to over 800. The students were happy, confident and 
committed. 

Visit to Eastleigh High School in November 2013
We attended the school prize-giving function and were impressed by the progress the school had made, especially in achieving 
the best day school results in 2012! All boys who had performed meritoriously in their own classes were awarded prizes. All of 
us visited all parts of the school. We had a lovely lunch provided by the organisers. All the students, staff, parents, governors 
and community members were extremely warm and welcoming towards us. ESS Alumni donated a sum of KSh. 50,000/- for 
the school library reference books. 

ESS Reunion, Nairobi – 23rd November 2013. 
We had in the earlier visit, helped to set up an interim committee of ESS Alumni in Nairobi. It was eventually formalised and 
a Gala Night for the inauguration of ESS Alumni Kenya was held on 23rd November 2013 at the Simba Union. The event 
was attended by about 100 people. The Deputy Director of Education was the Chief Guest. The food was excellent and the 
live music of old and new songs was well appreciated. The programme was superbly compered by Mohez Karamali, with some 
hilarious anecdotes about the good old days at Eastleigh Secondary School. 

EHS School Refurbishing Project 2014
The poor learning environment needed a big change! We decided to raise funds for getting the leaking roofs repaired by re-
tiling them and then repainting the whole school. We were hugely supported by one of our Nairobi alumni, Gurcharan Singh 
Gill both financially and in the re-roofing and repainting of the whole school. The task was started in the Easter holidays in April 
2014 and completed in the August 2014 holidays. The school is now in a much better physical condition.

EHS New Computers and refurbishing Computer Room 2015
In February 2015, we are deeply shocked and saddened to learn from the Principal that all those computers we had donated 
were stolen from the computer labs! After much discussion with the school, it was agreed that we raise money for 10 new 
computers as 20 others would be funded by the school and Mr Gurcharan Singh Gill. They now have 30 new computers and 
the IT curriculum is back on track!  

EHS New Desks
Another matter discussed at great length was the provision of new desks and chairs for the school to replace those from 
1956. It was noted that the approximate cost of replacing one desk was Sh.4000/- or £27.00. Our alumni donor in Nairobi, 
Gurcharan Singh Gill is very keen on helping to replace all old desks. He has already donated a substantial amount for them. 
Some of you have also made some donations towards these desks and chairs. We now need to do some more. 

Eastleigh High School today
The school has already increased its numbers from 747 boys in 2007 to nearly 1050 in 2014. So the school now is no 
longer under-subscribed or less popular than others. The school feels that the arrival of the new school bus (from Kanbis) 
and the computer facilities (from ESS Alumni) have helped raise the intake. The school has done well in spite of its poor 

6



ESS Alumni Update from the last Reunion

neighbourhood. The school has about 60 orphans. There are plans to have school dormitories in the next phase of expansion. 
This will increase the quality and the size of the next school intake. 

ESS Alumni website www.essalumni.org.uk
We have developed an excellent website and most of you have appreciated our efforts. We have profiles of students, staff, 
all past school activities, sports and results etc. If you have not already done so, please let me have your profile and photos. If 
you have any of the missing school magazines, photographs or other memorabilia, please lend these to us for posting on our 
website. We have had excellent feedback from everyone so far and would like to make it even better, with your help. 

Programme of Sunday Lunches
We had our earlier BGM and Sunday Lunch on 23rd September 2012 at Mumbai Junction. We had 30 attendees including 
spouses. This was followed by Sunday Lunch at Birmingham – Milan’s Banqueting Suite – on 30th June 2013. This was our 
first attempt to have an activity outside London and it was very successful. There were 27 people present in all, including 
spouses and guests. 

We held our BGM Sunday Lunch on 8th March 2015 at Mehfil Restaurant, Southall where we had 20 guests and had some 
fun with some Karaoke music. 

One of our colleagues, Dr Parvin Syal (1964) from Los Angeles visited the UK to promote his book about stories of the Asian 
experience in Kenya. It was called ‘African Quilt’. We organised a Sunday lunch in June 2015 at the Mehfil in Southall and 
invited Parvin to talk about his book. The book had received wide acclaim in Los Angeles and in Nairobi. Harish Luther also 
talked about his book ‘Mysteries of Kenya Revealed’ which was well received.  

A Sunday Lunch held on 15th November 2015 at Chak89 in Mitcham, Croydon. We had a good attendance with 24 
participants including wives. Anil Lakhani was one of the speakers and he gave an interesting account of blood disorders as a 
Consultant haematologist at Bromley Hospitals in Kent. 

Another Sunday Lunch was held on 20th March 2016 at Santhi Restaurant in Leicester. We had a good attendance with 21 
participants including wives. Nasrullah Khan was one of the speakers and he gave an interesting account of his professional 
career in local government, Race Equality and Cultural Diversity. 

Financial Report.
The Accounts show a healthy position as a result of careful spending and meticulous record-keeping. The accounts are 
displayed elsewhere. 

ESS Alumni Diamond Jubilee Reunion October 2016
We have been preparing for this event since February 2016. It has proved to be one of the most difficult, frustrating and 
onerous tasks ever for us. It has made huge demands on our time, our patience and our reserves of energy and endurance. But 
finally we are there now! We hope you like what we have been able to do under the circumstances.   
 
Finally…..
I thank you for your encouragement, good wishes and support. I wish you all good health, happiness, peace and the very best 
of luck in your lives!

Jayantilal Tanna  
Chairman     23rd October 2016
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Eastleigh Secondary School Alumni

Holiday Inn, Brentford, London - 25th September 2011

The Third Reunion of ex-students and teachers was held on 25th September 2011 at the Holiday Inn in Brentford from 12:30 
pm to 6:00 pm.  

The aim was to bring them all together under one roof for an afternoon of music, food and drink, memories and nostalgia!! 
The other aim was to pay tribute to one of our best known and most admired teachers, Mr Francis Mendonca. Mr and Mrs 
Mendonca were our Chief Guests for the event. 

On the day, there were as many 180 participants, including wives and friends of nearly 110 ex-students. The participants’ pack 
included the souvenir magazine, programme, list of participants, seating plan, Feedback Sheet, Order Form. The hotel staff 
served hot fish pakoras and spring rolls as well as soft drinks. 

On behalf of the organisers, Vijay Patel, the Secretary, welcomed everyone. He introduced Parvin Syal, one of our alumni 
from Los Angeles, as the Master of Ceremonies for the afternoon. Jayant Tanna thanked Mr and Mrs Mendonca for agreeing 
to be our Chief Guests. Jayant paid a rich tribute to the contribution Mr Mendonca had made as a teacher of English 
Literature in particular, in helping all the students to not only succeed in their chosen profession but also to become good 
citizens and human beings. Jayant then went on to report on the progress made by his committee since the 2006 Reunion. 
The few Sunday lunches with Karaoke singing had been very successful. The two General Meetings provided comprehensive 
information and transparency in the reports and accounts. We had 154 paid members. The financial situation was extremely 
healthy and the generous donations collected would help support EHS in Nairobi. 

Philip Mendonca spoke on behalf of his father. He commended the Chairman for organising such a wonderful event so well. 
He thanked them for inviting Mr and Mrs Mendonca as guests. He wished ESS Alumni success in their noble endeavours. 
Saleh Mamon, one of the ex-colleagues of Mr Mendonca, paid tribute to him for his enormous contribution to his pupils’ 
success in English. 

There were some melodious songs, old and new, accompanied by live music provided by the ‘Echoes’ music band. Raffle prizes 
organised by Varinder Seth, were announced and distributed. The Raffle raised £423. Our donors for the Raffle prizes were 
Specsavers of Harrow for the Samsung Digital camera; Gurdip Singh Bahra of Maidenhead for Blood Pressure monitor; 
Jamaica Plantations for designer Cups and Saucers; Enfield Wine Merchants for a bottle of Wine; Hasu Joshi for bottle of 
Champagne and Unhar and Sudheer Gupta for a Crystal Vase. There were also 3 lovely pictures donated by Harish Luther, 
which were auctioned for £95. Photographs of all the colleagues were taken in order of their Year of Leaving. A CD containing 
copies of ESS magazines from 1954, 1956 to 1967, 1969 and 1971 was available to members for £5.00. 

In order to mark the occasion, a souvenir magazine was published and presented to all participants. The profiles made a 
fascinating reading of the trials and tribulations, joys and sorrows and the development and progress of all ex-students and 
teachers. They had all lived up to the school motto ‘Industry and Integrity’.

Jayant thanked all our advertisers; Makita, Sarova, Branded Tools, Laly’s Pharmacy, Khalid Chaudhry, Ableman Shaw, Flora 
Associates, Majors, Glemtex and Sethi & Sethi for our magazine. He also thanked all those who gave their goodwill messages 
in our magazine. 

On behalf of all the participants, Ahmed Jee Khan thanked the Chairman and Committee, the musicians, the caterers, the 
advertisers, the guests and everyone else who had helped to make the event so successful. The feedback from members was 
generally very positive. They thought the organisation was excellent overall. The off street car parking and the bland, cold 
food served was less to their liking. But they all appreciated the opportunity to meet old friends and teachers, especially Mr 
Mendonca, in a lovely, convivial atmosphere.
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Birds Of A Feather
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Bricks, Bits & Bites
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Gray Walls of Stone, Dressed
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We were the first batch to be admitted to this brand-new ESS situated “in 
the middle of nowhere” -a large expanse of land, rolling black-cotton hillocks, 
surrounded on the west by a horse cum auto race-course and on the east by 
the British Air Force base and Eastleigh Airport. 

When I joined ESS, I was an average student, a rather shy lad who kept a low profile. Then, all of a sudden, a transformation 
took place. From being a back-bencher in my class in Form 2E, I leapt to the top of my class and found myself sitting on the 
front desk in Form 3A. It was a metamorphosis into a book-worm; a nerd in present day terminology! Not being much of a 
sportsman (in any case, the new school was devoid of any sports facilities) I don’t remember my House - possibly ‘NIGER’. 

After graduating from school I proceeded to read Medicine at King Edward Medical College, Lahore. I returned to Kenya with 
postings in Nairobi, Mombasa, Lama, Kampala (where I took my FRCS primary), Mandera/Moyale (Flying Doctor Service), 
Machakos, Kisii and Nyeri. After specializing in the UK in Orthopaedic Surgery I returned to Kenya and married Sadia - a 
charismatic science teacher who enchanted me through her bio chemistry! We have two boys and a girl.

I attribute my success to the dedication of and inspiration from my teachers; the camaraderie of my childhood school and 
classmates and doubtless, the school motto: “Industry & Integrity.” 

I was born in India near Amritsar and migrated to Kenya in 1947. My primary 
education was at City Primary and Park Road Primary schools. 

I was in the first lot that moved from Racecourse Secondary School to ESS in 
January 1956 in Form IVA.  Mr K Lal was the headmaster and Mr A N Sharma 

(Senior) was our class teacher.  After completing Teacher Training Course in 1957-58, I joined City Primary School in January 
1959 as a teacher.  Other schools where I taught were Highridge Primary School, Eastleigh Primary School and Muguga 
Green Primary School as a Deputy Head teacher. 

In 1975, I retired from the Civil Service and part owned Technical Institute Secondary School. However in December 1980, 
due to a family tragedy, I landed into timber sawmilling business. I sold the business and left for the UK to go back into 
teaching. Since January 1986, I have taught in Wembley and Croydon.  In August 2003 I retired as a Deputy Team Leader in 
Croydon EAL Support Service and went on a “Round the World Retirement Tour”.  On my return I was persuaded to carry 
on teaching part-time. I taught for another 13 years at Kingsley Primary School, Croydon and finished teaching in July 2015.

I am married to Mohna and am blessed with 4 daughters and 6 grandchildren.  

Mohammed Ashraf Sheikh

Darshan Singh Chana

Year of Entry 1953              Year of leaving 1956

Year of Entry 1953              Year of leaving 1956
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I left Eastleigh with ‘O’ levels in 1957.  I did my ‘A’ levels at the Duke of 
Gloucester school in 1959.  I was a Land Surveyor in Kenya and then moved 
to the UK to graduate as a civil engineer in 1964 and a chartered engineer 
in 1968.  As engineering consultant, I served in the UK and abroad mostly 
on water supply/waste water/flood relief and related projects.  In 1976 I was 

elected Fellow of the Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental Management. 

In 1981, I was elected Member of American Water Works Association.  After a spell of project managing defence works, I 
spent the final 15 years of my career as an advisor to the UK government on ‘water’ engineering matters.  The career and the 
love for travel were brought to an abrupt end in 2002 by two heart attacks and by-pass surgery. 

In 1967 I married Sanjiwan Marwaha who taught in Mombasa and then in England.  We are now proud parents of a daughter, 
Nisha and a son, Sunil.  The daughter a scientist is married to another scientist, Dr Sailash Kaura born in Kenya and bred 
in Norway.  They have given us two lovely grand daughters Avani and Annika.  Our son, a chartered accountant, works as 
an investment banker in the city and married a charming fellow-banker Natalie Lawton. They have presented us with two 
delightful grandsons, Sanskar and Aalok.

After ESS and ‘A’ levels at Duke, I trained as a teacher. I enjoyed teaching for 
nearly thirty years in Kenya and in the London Borough of Enfield. The children 
I taught are now well settled in their professional and personal lives. Meeting 
them on occasions is a pleasure, especially when they express their gratitude 
and show respect to me.

I retired in 1997 and envisaged a time of enjoyment and adventure visiting various countries. This was not to be. I had knee 
problems with my arthritis.  I underwent knee replacement surgeries. My left knee continued to give me problems and finally 
had to be amputated below the knee. Wearing the prosthetic leg was painful and extremely uncomfortable. So I use the 
wheelchair. I use my electric mobility scooter locally. I am able to drive my automatic car to travel around.

I have accepted my situation. I read a lot and do some social work. Our ESS socials give me a lot of pleasure. I am so pleased 
with my friends who readily put up with my condition and mobility needs. I love to have visitors. I believe in God and accept 
what comes my way.

I have a wonderful family who are all very supportive. My lovely wife, Usha, is a blessing to me. We have three daughters. Meena 
is a pharmacist, Una an optometrist and Gauri a Dispensing Optician. We are blessed with four grown-up grandchildren whose 
Cricket, Rugby, friendly chat and IT skills I enjoy!

Davinder Kumar Duggal 

Varinder Seth

Year of Entry 1954              Year of leaving 1957

Year of Entry 1953              Year of leaving 1956
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I was born in Kisumu, grew up in Nairobi and educated at City Primary, 
Racecourse Secondary and Eastleigh Secondary schools. 

I left Kenya in 1965 to UK to study accountancy and business and later, I met a 
Nairobi-born girl, Surinder Grewall, whom I married in 1967.

I worked in London for sometime and later set up own business before moving to sunny California in 1980.  

The weather and landscape in California are constant reminders of my days in Kenya and in particular in western Kenya where 
I spent many years working for the Public Works Department. My job entailed extensive travel throughout Kenya. With my 
travel experience, I established a travel and safari business in the United States. For the past thirty years, my company has 
booked and made safari arrangements for thousands of travellers from North America to Kenya and other parts of Africa. By 
sending tourists to Kenya, I am very proud that I can still contribute to the country of my birth!

My wife, Surinder must be one of the very few people to have climbed Mt. Kenya once and Mt. Kilimanjaro twice – first at the 
age of 17 and then at 60!  Both of us just love Kenya!!   

We have two sons - Ajay (married to Anita) and Rajan. We are blessed with two lovely grand-daughters, Aashiyana and 
Suriyana

I left ESS in 1957 and started as a bank clerk with Barclays Bank. I was promoted 
to Supervisor in 1964. I qualified as a Chartered Secretary and a Certified 
Public Secretary (Kenya) in 1966. I was the administration manager for the 
IBM World Trade Corporation in Nairobi from 1966 to 1980. I then went on 
to become the Financial Consultant for Kenya Meat Commission. I was the 

Company Secretary with ODA (now DFID) at Juba in Sudan where I was responsible for donor-funded projects on primary 
healthcare, water and food supplies, supply of equipment and rehabilitation of 10,000 families. In 1987, I was the General 
Manager for East African Road Services (OTC), which operated throughout East Africa.

I undertook various consulting assignments in finance, administration, auditing and NGOs and played a leading role for finance 
houses during the Y2K changeover. 

From 2000 to 2011, I worked for M.P. SHAH Hospital Nairobi as a Financial Controller and later had consultancy assignments 
with Marie Stopes International till 2013. I migrated to Spain in December 2014 and am based in Barcelona 

I am married to Razia and we have two children, our daughter is College Administrator in London and our son is an Orthopaedic 
Surgeon in Barcelona Spain.

Prem Sharma

Ehsan-Ul-Haq Malik

Year of Entry 1954              Year of leaving 1957

Year of Entry 1954              Year of leaving 1957
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After my four years at ESS, I attended an accountancy college in Nairobi and 
then joined our family business of retail shops in Parklands and Caledonian 
Road. Restrictions on non-citizen businesses made me leave Kenya. After 
a short visit to the UK in 1968, I went to India with a view to settling there.  
Although I spent nearly a year in India I could not make any headway into any 
suitable business.  I finally came to London in 1970 for good. 

I started my jobs with Ind Coope, a subsidiary of Allied Breweries. I prepared monthly management accounts for 90 of the 
500 plus pubs owned by Ind Coope. My second job was as an accountant in Kwintner & Simmons, a chain of 20 menswear 
shops in West End of London.  I then joined Lewis Golden & Co – Chartered Accountants - where I received further training 
in accountancy and immense experience in auditing work and Management Accountancy. In late 1977 I went into retail 
business in the West End, London.  The recession made me give up my business and I went back to accountancy work.

I currently work as financial and management coordinator (through my own company Global Reach Management Coordination 
Ltd) for a group of businesses whose interests span from fragrances & cosmetics to properties and investments in the UK and 
EU.  I often travel to Berlin, Budapest, Bucharest, Cyprus, Prague and Spain for my work.

We have three children – two sons and a daughter and three lovely grandsons.

I was born in Punjab and moved to Nairobi in 1949. I completed my primary 
education at Park Road Primary School and was at ESS from 1953 to 1957.

I completed my A-level studies at Camborne Technical College in Cornwall 
and graduated from University College Swansea with a degree in electrical  

 engineering in 1965. 

I initially served in a private manufacturing company in design and development of telephone exchange systems, and 
continued that at BT. This was followed by working in an exchange installation, testing and commissioning specifications and 
QA procedures. Following telephone deregulation, I joined the consultant team within BT, covering technical and regulatory 
affairs. I retired from BT on early-release in 1995 and served 2 other telecom operators before finally retiring in 2002.

I am married to Parminder and we have a son Ravinder.  He is married to Roopa, and they have 2 sons.

My main interests now are travelling, early morning walks, essential gardening and armchair sport! We are enjoying our family 
life very much.

Amrit (Aka Dhiru) Pabari

Pritam Singh Dhanjal

Year of Entry 1955              Year of leaving 1958

Year of Entry 1953              Year of leaving 1957
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I left Eastleigh Secondary School in 1958 and joined National & Grindlays Bank 
in Nairobi as an Accounts Clerk. During my time at the bank I was also taking 
a continued interest in sports and was one of the pioneers who established the 
Kenya Volleyball Association. I was also a very keen athlete and had the honour 
of representing Nairobi Province and Kenya in Volleyball against United Arab 
Republic (UAR).

I married in 1966 and moved to London in 1970, where I was employed by Lloyds Bank as an Accounts Clerk.  In 1979 I left 
the bank to set up our family business as Confectionary Newsagent. After many years of having run a successful business, we 
were able to own our own family Travel Agency as well as open up a second Newsagent. I finally retired in September 2006. 
Since then, I have been heavily involved in rebuilding our community organisation of which I am currently holding the post of 
a Trustee.  

My pride and joy is being very happily married to my wife Manjula for 41years and having 3 beautiful daughters (of who 2 are 
twins), and a son who is soon to be married. I am also a grandfather to 1 boy and 6 girls.  

The years that I had spent at ESS were my happiest and most memorable ones.  I am very much looking forward to meeting all 
my fellow classmates from ESS and being able to reminisce those GOOD OLD DAYS with them!!!!

Madhukant Hirani
Year of Entry 1955              Year of leaving 1958

I was born in Nairobi and attended City Primary and Park Road Primary before 
joining Eastleigh Secondary in 1955. I was a keen sportsman and played Cricket 
and Volleyball for the school First Team during most of my stay at the school. 

I captained the school 1st XI team in 1958 and was selected to play in the Kenya 
Schools’ Combined XI against the touring Indian cricket team - captained by Jasu Patel. I also played for the Nairobi Sikh 
Union Cricket Club 1st team for about 6 months before moving to the UK for further studies in 1960/61. 

I got married in 1975 to Gudi Lamba who was an Assistant Head teacher in a Nairobi school and she settled with me in the UK. 
We have two sons, both married and well settled in their jobs in the City of London.

After 26 years of work in a firm of stockbrokers, I retired at the age of 51. I live in Northwood and we have a wonderful retired 
life. 

Amarjit Singh Ahluwalia
Year of Entry 1955              Year of leaving 1959
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I was born in Kisumu, Kenya. I went to school at City Primary School 
and was a student at Eastleigh Secondary School from 1956 to 1959. I 
came to England in 1963 and qualified as an Electrical Engineer in 1968 
from Brighton College of Technology.

I worked in various capacities such as Design Engineer, Project Manager 
and others for different companies in UK and Germany. I am now 
working on contract projects and as a patent researcher. 

I have very fond memories of my time in Eastleigh Secondary School 
and look forward to meeting all the students and teachers. I recently got 
in touch with old student comrades Harjinder, Gurcharan, Yogesh and 
Pardeep and look forward to meeting many more.

Barjinder Singh Ahluwalia
Year of Entry 1956              Year of leaving 1959

I spent my childhood in Kericho and was educated at Kericho Highlands 
Primary School. I then went to Kisumu High School for a year before 
moving to Nairobi at Eastleigh Secondary School. 

I left ESS in 1959 and came to the UK. I attended Brixton School of 
Building and Willesden College of Technology. I am a Civil Engineer by 
profession.

I am married to Gudi and we have a daughter Roopinder and son Navtej, 
both married.

Karamjit Matharu
Year of Entry 1957              Year of leaving 1959
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I completed my studies at ESS in 1959.  I joined the East African Post & 
Telecom in 1960, where I worked for ten years.  This was followed by a spell of 
seven years where I ran my own business in Nairobi. In 1976, I began working 
in the tourism industry in Nairobi, working as the Transport & Operations 
Manager at Rhino Safaris and later at Prestige Safaris.

In 1992, we moved to the UK, where I worked as the Duty Manager & Controller at several well reputed chauffeur drive 
companies.  My two sons both completed their education in the UK and are now working in their respective fields in the 
London area.

Mohamed Sadiq Ansari
Year of Entry 1956              Year of leaving 1959

I left Eastleigh Secondary School in 1959 and after my A-Levels in England I 
was awarded a Kenya Government Open Scholarship to study Medicine.  In 
1967 I became the first overseas born medical student to qualify in Medicine 
with First Class Honours from Leeds University.

I trained as a Surgeon at Leeds Teaching Hospitals and passed FRCS Edinburgh and FRCS London in 1972.  I was appointed a 
Consultant General, Vascular and Breast Surgeon to Halifax Hospitals in 1976.  At 33 years old I became one of the youngest 
Consultant General Surgeons in England, and the first Asian General Surgeon in the country.  I held a number of high profile 
roles during my career, like Regional Advisor in Surgery for the Royal Colleges of Surgeons of England, and Honorary Senior 
Lecturer in Surgery at Leeds Medical School.  In December 2015 I retired after 40 years as a Consultant Surgeon, and 49 
years in the NHS.

My whole life has revolved around cricket and having played at school, I captained the University 1st team and played cricket 
for combined English universities.  After graduation I played in the Yorkshire Senior Leagues for a long time.  

I married Margaret, a Consultant Anaesthetist in 1974 and have three children, a Doctor, a Barrister and an NHS Manager, 
plus five young grandchildren who ensure retirement is never a bore!

I still have vivid memories of the long early morning walk, from home at Forest Road, near Nairobi Gymkhana to school 
through the racecourse. Happy days indeed!

Vijay Modgill
Year of Entry 1956              Year of leaving 1959
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I was educated at Park Road Primary School and went on to Eastleigh Secondary 
School for my secondary education. After ESS, I spent some time at Handa’s 
DAV School before joining Jamhuri High for my ‘A’ levels. 

I joined East African Airways and worked for them for 10 years. I came to the UK in 1970. I had learned enough about the 
trade and set up my own travel agency – Bestway Travels – which I ran successfully for several years.   I sold my business in 
1992 and opened up another travel company in Croydon called Skyways Travel which I ran for 6 years. From 2000 to 2010, 
I worked for Price Waterhouse Coopers for in their reception and security areas.  I retired in 2010.

I am married to Razia and we live in London. We have 2 boys - Osman married to Saima and Omar married to Shafali. We have 
recently been blessed with the arrival of our grand-daughter Amira. 

Ashraf Aryne
Year of Entry 1957              Year of leaving 1960

I was born in Nairobi and went to Nairobi South C Primary, Park Road Primary 
and Eastleigh Primary before joining ESS in 1959. 

I was in Congo House and played for the School team. In 1964, I obtained the 
Best Cricketer of the Year Award in Nairobi. In 1966, I was selected to play for 

the Kenya Asian team against the Kenya European team. I played in the Under 25s match against the others. I played for the 
Kenya Cricket Association team against the Coast XI. In 1966, I was selected to play for Kenya Invitation XI against the touring 
Pakistan team. In 1967, I played for Sir Ali Muslim Club team that played in the inaugural KCA Knock-out Competition and 
won the Trophy.

I got married to Abidah in 1967 and we moved to the UK in 1968. I completed Diplomas in Management and Drapers of 
Chambers of Trade at Wadham and Keble colleges in Oxford.

I moved to British Airways in 1976 and retired in 2009. We have two sons, Amjad and Sadiq and five grandchildren.

Mohamed Shafi Butt
Year of Entry 1959              Year of leaving 1960
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I was at ESS from 1957 to 1960. Played cricket for the school X1 from 1958 
to 1960. Head Boy in 1960, Editor of the school magazine, Secretary of the 
Literary & Debating Society. Went to Duke of Gloucester School for “A” levels 
in 1961. Deputy Head Boy, President of the Debating Society and Captain of 
the Cricket X1 at this school.

Came to England in 1963 to study Accountancy. Articled in 1966 to a firm of chartered accountants. Qualified in 1972, 
becoming a Fellow of the ICAEW in 1982 and a Fellow of the ACCA in 1996. In 1977 headhunted as the Finance Director of 
The Berry Group, producers of wines and spirits under bond. Later appointed the Group’s Managing Director. From 1991 to 
1996, associated with an Insolvency Practice. Role extended to forensic accounting. Returned to the accountancy profession 
in 1996 as a partner responsible for audits, Inland Revenue investigations, share valuations, due diligence, business acquisitions 
and disposals. Retired in 2007. At present acting as a part-time consultant to a firm of chartered accountants. 

In 2003, was appointed a Trustee of a national charity, Crime Reduction Initiatives(CRI). Chaired the Audit & Finance 
committee of CRI from 2010 until retirement from the organisation in 2012. President of the Rotary Club of Battersea in 
1993. 

Memberships: the MCC, Sutton Cricket Club, Surrey Lawn Tennis Association, Sutton Squash & Tennis club.

Varinder Singh
Year of Entry 1957              Year of leaving 1960

I was born in India, my family moved to Nairobi in 1950. I was only 8 years 
old and the journey from Mumbai to Mombasa by ship took us one month. I 
went to City Primary School where I did my KPE. After this I joined Eastleigh 
Secondary. I had the best time of my life at ESS. Apart from studying I played 
a lot of sports. I went on to Duke of Gloucester School where I did my Form 5   

 and 6 studies. After this I joined Kenya Polytechnic and got my A Levels.

I took a year off after Kenya Polytechnic and took up a teaching post at Visa Oshwal Secondary School. It was good fun but 
I wanted to go into further education. I decided to go to Nairobi University when I finished my teaching job. However, I was 
not completely happy at Nairobi University and decided to come to the UK. I went to University College of Swansea, a part 
of University of Wales. I met some of my old colleagues from ESS at UCS. I graduated from UCS in 1968 with an Honours 
degree in Electronics.

I was a very keen sports person. My parents often said that I only went to school so I could play sports. I was a good athlete and 
played football, cricket, volleyball and hockey. I was also the Prefect, a Scout and Captain of Congo House in 1961.

Balbir Singh Panesar
Year of Entry 1958              Year of leaving 1961
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I studied at ESS from 1958 to 1961. I belonged to Niger House. I loved Volleyball 
and was always with Mr. T.M. Hashmi’s group during Volleyball practices in the 
school.

I passed my ‘O’ Levels in Division One. I worked at the British Army Military 
Vehicle Parts Store in Kahawa during 1962. In 1963, I went to Chandigarh, Punjab to study Medicine but became ill and 
returned to Nairobi.

In January 1964, I went to the Central Teacher Training College, Desai Road, Ngara. I went on to Kenyatta Teacher Training 
University College, Kahawa from January 1965 to December 1966 and graduated as a secondary school teacher (S1). I then 
taught Biology to Forms 3 and 4, English to Forms 2 and 3 and Geography to Form 1 at Dagoretti High School from 1967 to 
1972. Mr. Kashmiri Lal, my Principal at ESS, was my colleague at DHS. 

I married Sarbjit, a primary graduate teacher at Khalsa Boys & Girls School. We left Kenya in April 1972 with our daughter 
Manraj and immigrated to Prince Rupert, BC, Canada. I worked as Materiel Manager at Prince Rupert Regional Hospital 
from 1972 to 1981. I was then the Director of Materiel Management at Ridge Meadows Hospital, Maple Ridge, BC from 1981 
to 1993. In 1994, I was a Partner/Director and General Manager at Roxon-Universal Medical Ltd, New Westminster, BC. I 
retired in 2005.

We have two daughters, Manraj and Rupinder and a son Pavandeep. We love our grandchildren – Maneesha, Cyrus, Asha and 
Suneil. 

Jagtar Singh Sangha
Year of Entry 1958              Year of leaving 1961

After my schooling at ESS, I came to England in 1961 for higher studies.  I 
graduated in Electronic Engineering and secured employment with a local 
semi-conductor manufacturer. I embarked on a career specialising in semi-
conductor research and subsequently worked for another local company with 
an international brief as Chief Engineer.

Well satisfied with my achievements I retired in1993 at the age of 50 years. I then worked with local authorities in Education, 
Employment and various other fields. I was a member and later Chairman of Bedford Race Equality Council. I also chaired the 
BME Network East of England, now MENTER. 

During my time at the Prince’s Trust, I served as a board member and as a mentor for young business entrepreneurs from 
disadvantaged backgrounds. I monitored race relations in prisons, a challenging environment at the best of times. I was 
associated with the erection of the Guru Nanak Gurudwara in Bedford from its inception to the final stages.

I earned my keep during my retirement, working with consumer electronics. I have had the fortune of travelling the world.  My 
most memorable times were spent in the snowy slopes in Finland and the orderly but crowded streets of Tokyo.

I now enjoy spending time with my six beloved grand-children. I am discovering huge reserves of patience and tolerance that I 
thought I never had. In June of 2011, I was awarded the OBE for services to the Black and Minority Ethnic community in the 
East of England.

Kuldip Singh Rupra OBE
Year of Entry 1958              Year of leaving 1961
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British Citizenship

Indefinite leave to remain

Tier 1 (Entrepreneur)

Sole representative visa

 Tier 2

 Tier 4

 Same day visa services

Regulated by the Office of the Immigration Services 
Commissioner (OISC) *

48 Warwick Street, London W1B 5AW
Тел.: +  44 (0)   20 7292 2977
www.ukvisas.com

British Citizenship

Indefinite leave to remain

Tier 1 (Entrepreneur)

Sole representative visa

 Tier 2

 Tier 4

 Same day visa services

Regulated by the Office of the Immigration Services 
Commissioner (OISC) *

48 Warwick Street, London W1B 5AW
Тел.: +  44 (0)   20 7292 2977
www.ukvisas.com

• Investment of £2 million – eligibility for indefinite leave to remain after 5 years in the UK

• Investment of £ 5 million – eligibility for indefinite leave to remain after 3 years in the UK

• Investment of £ 10 million – eligibility for indefinite leave to remain after 2 years in the UK

The Tier 1 (Investor) visa category applies to the main applicant and all immediate family 
members, including  spouse and children  under the age of 18.   Initially, investor visa is 
granted for three years and four months and can then be extended for another two years, by 
providing evidence that an investment of at least £2 million was made in the UK.   There is 
no requirement to demonstrate English language ability. Work, study  and business activity 
is permitted. The length of time required to qualify for permanent residence depends on the 
amount of investment, as follows:
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‘Ashok Sharma and family wish all teachers and students,
past and present, a very happy and successful

Diamond Jubilee Reunion on 23rd October 2016
at the Langley, Watford’.
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I was born in Nairobi, Kenya and educated at City Primary School and 
Eastleigh Secondary School in Nairobi. I came to the UK in 1965 and qualified 
as a Chartered Management Accountant. Subsequently, I achieved several 
related qualifications - Chartered Certified Accountant; Chartered Secretary; 
Certified Internal Auditor; Fellow of the Institute of Management Services and 
a member of the Chartered Management Institute.

At Eastleigh, I was a Prefect and a member of Zambezi House. My school activities included hockey, football, volleyball, 
gymnastics, wrestling, scouting and being part of the Debating Society. In 1960, I captained the Gymnastics Club when our 
school won the Asian High Schools P.E. Competition trophy. 

Professionally, I have held several positions. These include: Senior Auditor - South Wales Electricity Board;  Cost Accountant 
- Anglo American Corporation Group, Zambia; Audit Director – Forward Trust Group; Head of Internal Audit HSBC; Finance 
Director Halfords; Group Finance Director & Executive Vice President - Transax. I am currently the Managing Partner, Sethi 
& Sethi, Chartered Certified Accountants and Registered Auditors.

I have held several voluntary positions as well – Chairman of the Institute of Management Services, Midlands District Society 
(1979-82) and President of the Chartered Institute of Management Accountants, Birmingham (1991-93). I was awarded the 
CIMA Institute Plaque. I was the President and currently a Patron of Shree Geeta Bhawan, a registered charity.

I am married to Suresh and we have four children: Ashwin, Sunita, Punam & Rajesh and nine grandchildren.

Ramesh K Sethi
Year of Entry 1958              Year of leaving 1961

I left ESS in 1961 and taking the advice of Mr Mendonca, joined PWD (MOW). 
In 1966, I left my employment and went into the pharmacy business. I sold the 
business in 1992.

I served the Lohana community of Nairobi from 1964 until 1998 in different 
positions within the Management Committee. I also served in the Social Service League M.P. Shah Hospital as a member of the 
Board of Governors for over 15 years. In 1993, I (with other partners) pioneered the setting up the commercial manufacturing 
of Paneer in the UK which became hugely successful. I had a very successful working life and was occupied in social work as 
well.

In 1998, I migrated to the UK to manage my Paneer business and have been very successful in establishing various brand 
names like Sangam, Shagun, Swaad, Fusion and Chefs Pasand. I am accredited with formulating and introducing Masala 
Paneer (spiced Paneer) and Jeera Paneer (Paneer with cumin) in the market.

I have a daughter who was only 5 when my wife passed away in 1990. I remarried in 1992. 

Sharad Devani
Year of Entry 1958              Year of leaving 1961
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My name is Tahir Hayet Khan Lodhi. I have been in the Financial Services 
Industry (FSA) for nearly forty five years and have been running my own 
Finance company. I have now branched out in property development business. 
I have a MBA, CeMAP and CerGi by way of qualifications.

I am the chairman of SaBAC (school of advanced business, commerce and accountancy). The school has a wide international 
base particularly in Pakistan having five branches. It is affiliated with the University of Punjab. I am also the Deputy Head of 
Global Village English Schools. It is my aim to spread the English Language and we already have nearly a quarter of a million 
students who are being educated for free on the Internet. I am a caring and open minded person who wants to make a positive 
difference to the lives others.

I became the Lord of the manor of Bentley in 1985 in place of Lord Lichfield the Queen’s cousin.

I have a passion for cricket and am the full member of MCC. I have an interest in writing poetry as well. I am essentially a family 
man with four lovely daughters, all of whom are qualified solicitors.

Tahir Lodhi
Year of Entry 1958              Year of leaving 1961

I was born in Punjab, and attended Sanatan Dharam, City Primary and 
Racecourse Primary Schools in Nairobi before joining ESS. I took part in 
athletics, rounders, volleyball and football but did not enjoy PE. Most of us 
were scared of our PE teacher Mr. Shant! I edited the class magazine in Form 
2 and got a prize in Hindi in Form 3. 

After getting a B. Sc. (Hons) in Botany, Zoology and Chemistry from India, I came to London in 1967 and worked with the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. I then joined the Royal Navy and worked in Pathology at the Royal Naval Hospital 
near Portsmouth. On returning to London in 1976 I worked in Applied Biology at South London College.

My 4 years at ESS were some of the best years of my life. Mr. Mendonca inspired and influenced me tremendously. I owe 
my passion for English to him alone. He had a unique teaching style and great sense of humour. I also remember many of my 
friends and would still love to hear from Asif Butt, Manohar Syal, Jeet Kalyan and Kulbhushan.

Married, with 2 children, I retired in 2008 and live in Hounslow with my wife Mantosh, Our son Rajiv and daughter Mona are 
both married, and we have 3 lovely grandchildren whom we absolutely adore. My hobbies include reading, writing, gardening, 
walking, DIY, cooking, photography, singing and computing.

I am looking forward to meeting everyone at the ESS’s Diamond Jubilee Reunion.

Balraj Kumar Sidher
Year of Entry 1959              Year of leaving 1962
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I was born in Kitale, Kenya. I commenced studies at Park Road Primary School 
in 1952, and then we were transferred to the newly built Eastleigh Primary 
School. From there I went on to ESS where I completed O-Levels in 1962. 
I then went to Pakistan and studied for a Diploma in Civil Technology at the 
Government Polytechnic Institute, Karachi. I returned to Nairobi in December 

 1967 and after a short stay came to London in February 1968.

I commenced work as a junior engineer on a construction site, while at the same time I joined evening classes at Borough 
Polytechnic studying for Council of Engineering Institution Examination in Structural Engineering. I have enjoyed working as 
a Site Engineer/Manager on Civil Engineering and Housing projects. I am now enjoying my retirement.

I am married to Sayeeda who is a teacher. She also came here from Kisumu, Kenya. We got married in 1974. We have one son 
Mohammed Omar Hashmi. He studied medicine at Imperial College London. He is now working as a consultant with Hurley 
Group in London. We have two lovely grandchildren.

I am looking forward to the reunion. I hope I can meet some of my old class mates. 

Mohammed Sadiq Hashmi
Year of Entry 1959              Year of leaving 1962

I was born in Nakuru and went to Racecourse Primary before joining ESS in 
1959. I was very keen Sportsman and a Scout. I was awarded the Queen’s Scout 
in my final year. I went up Mt Kilimanjaro with the Outward Bound School in 
1962. I did my A Levels (1963-64) at Duke of Gloucester and received my 
Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award in 1963.

I moved to England and was got an apprenticeship with Handley Page aircraft manufacturers. They sponsored my B.Sc. in 
Aeronautical Engineering at City University in 1969.  I worked for Rolls Royce in Bristol and did some consultancy in London. 
I moved to Brazil in 1976 and joined another aircraft manufacturer, Embraer in Sao Jose Dos Campos. I worked on a joint 
aircraft project (AMX) in Italy for 2 years.  In 1986, I moved to the USA and joined Boeing in Everett, Washington. I worked 
in the Structures area (Loads) on projects like 747-400, 747-9, 777-200F and others. I retired from Boeing in 2008 and 
joined the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) as an aerospace engineer. I worked on various projects including the 787 
Dreamliner. I retired from FAA in April 2016. 

I now live in Ingrave, Essex, with my brother Mukal Roy and his wife Primla.

I am a widower and have no children. I play Golf and would like to continue to fly single engine airplanes. 

Narinder Nath Luthra
Year of Entry 1959              Year of leaving 1962
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I attended Eastleigh Secondary School from 1960 to 1963. After my 
Cambridge School Certificate, I left for the UK for further studies in 
1964, only to return in 1966 owing to the untimely demise of my father. 

I joined the family business which I controlled until 1973. I then left 
for the UK and established my own Insurance and Mortgage brokerage 
company which I have run for the last 43 years by the name of Ragarfield 
Insurance and Mortgage Brokers in Kent.  

Ashok Kumar Sharma
Year of Entry 1960              Year of leaving 1963

I was born in Nairobi in 1948 and attended City Primary School. My father 
worked in Allsops Brewery and we resided in the Brewery quarters during this 
time. I attended Eastleigh Secondary for the period 1962-1963. Some of the 
teachers I remember include the Maths teachers, Mr Nanak Chand and Mr 
Uppal, the Principal. Mr Jones then became the Principal. 

I left ESS in Nairobi in 1963 and went to Kisumu for an apprenticeship in Electrical Motor Rewinding with ‘F.C.Gahir’. In 1969, 
I left Kenya and went to my village Phagwara in Punjab, India. I got married in 1970 and left for the UK in 1977. I started my 
business in 1980, selling cleaning products to local industry. Both my sons are now married and work with me in our business. 
I have two grandsons. 

I have some happy memories of ESS and Kenya, which I have visited many times visiting Nairobi, Mombasa and Kericho. I look 
forward to meeting my old friends and colleagues and catch up on our lives at the Reunion in September 2011.

Gurnam Singh Chaggar
Year of Entry 1962              Year of leaving 1963
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I was born in Nairobi, Kenya and educated at Park Road Primary and Eastleigh 
Secondary schools. I played cricket for the school first team, captaining the 
side in 1963 when we won the inter school cricket tournament. I really enjoyed 
my days at the ESS.  

The two teachers that stand out the most in my memory are the late Mr Jones and the late Mr Hashmi. I really enjoyed 
doing H G Wells’ The History of Mr Polly and Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar with Mr Jones. He was also our cricket coach. Mr 
Hashmi’s discipline and passion for teaching his subject and imparting his knowledge stood out for his students. Mr P A Patel, 
who was the master in charge of the cricket team, was also a great source of inspiration and encouragement.

1n 1967 I came to the United Kingdom and qualified as a Chartered Accountant in 1972. I became a fellow of the Institute 
of Chartered Accountants in 1979. I was a partner in a medium sized chartered accountants’ practice in the West End, 
London before retiring in March 2011. In June 2011, the Institute recognised my services to charities for the last 30 years and 
presented me with an ‘Everybody Counts’ Award.

I am married to Amtul Jamil and we have been blessed with four children, 3 daughters and a son. Ambreen graduated in 
Accounting and Management, Farah is a practising solicitor, Attia works for local government and our son Ezaz has recently 
graduated from Nottingham University.

I was born in Nairobi and was educated at Juja Road Primary and at ESS. I left 
for Bombay where I completed my B.Sc. (Hons) and went back to teach at 
Upper Hill School in Nairobi. Mr. Mendonca, our English teacher, thankfully 
had inspired me into teaching and helped develop my view of the world and 
our place in it. I arrived in the U.K. in 1971 and completed my B.Ed. (Hons) at 
Manchester and M.A. in Education at the London Institute. 

I served as a secondary teacher in Tameside, Harrow and Brent, teaching mathematics in the main. I went on to become an 
Education Adviser in Liverpool and Hounslow and finally a Principal Adviser for School Improvement in Slough. I trained head 
teachers, teachers, parents and governors. I also worked as an OFSTED inspector. I have since worked for a range of charities 
including those for the disabled, frail, vulnerable and lonely elderly people. I am at present leading a group concerned with 
supporting community languages in schools. 

I am married to Jyotsna and we have two sons Maneesh – a Tax Consultant - and Nishchal who is a GP. Nishchal is married 
to Amita and they have a son, Riyan. 

My four years at Eastleigh were possibly some of the happiest years of my life. I played Cricket, hockey and volleyball for the 
school and Congo house. I made friends from a variety of backgrounds. I look forward to renewing old friendships and develop 
new ones at the Reunion! 

Nisar Ahmed Butt

Jayantilal Tanna

Year of Entry 1959              Year of leaving 1963

Year of Entry 1960              Year of leaving 1963
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I was born in Kisii and went to Kisii Primary School before joining ESS in 1960. 
I was good at Maths but did not like history or geography that much. All our 
teachers were very good. They taught with interest and dedication. I can still 
remember Mr PA Patel’s exhortation to make your dreams become a reality. I 
can remember the physics experiment that Mr Xavier De Souza devised where 

he stuck a magnet to a cork and floated it in the school pond to illustrate for us physically that the direction of the magnetic 
field is always from the North to the South pole! I remember how vividly Mr Mendonca would bring literature to life.  And of 
course Mr AN Sharma was a master at spotting the reasons for mathematical errors.

After leaving ESS, I did my Inter Science at Elphinstone College in Mumbai. I then decided to come to the UK and completed 
my ‘A’ levels. I joined Imperial College to do a B. Sc. Degree in Chemistry. I worked for a year. I went on to do a B.Sc. in 
Pharmacy and in 1977, acquired my own pharmacy. I have been running the business ever since.

I am married to Krishna and we have 2 sons and 2 daughters. Both daughters are doctors and are married. Our older son is a 
pharmacist and the younger one has started to study Physics at Imperial College. 

I hope to renew old friendships and develop new ones at the Reunion.

I attended Eastleigh Secondary School from 1960 to 1963. I went on to Duke 
of Gloucester School where I did my ‘A’ levels and then attended the Medical 
School at the University of Nairobi. I worked for a few years at Kenyatta 
General Hospital in Nairobi.

I left Kenya for the US in June 1975 and did a residency in Diagnostic Radiology at the St. Louis University medical school, in 
St. Louis, Missouri. I am now a partner in a private practice group in St. Louis. We provide diagnostic services, which include 
Computed Tomography, Magnetic Resonance Imaging, Mammography, Ultrasound and general Radiography.

My school days were memorable. I was privileged to have Mr. Mendonca teaching English Literature especially Shakespeare’s 
“Julius Cesar”. Mr. Xavier’s classes in Physics and the experiments that he guided us through were a delight. Mr. Hashmi, my 
next-door neighbour in Pangani, was a respected maths teacher and feared by all for his no-nonsense approach to teaching. 
Mr. Balwant Singh Shant was a very colourful Scout Master! I made many friends at that time and some of us are still in touch 
with each other. 

I met my wife, Shaida, during my days at Kenyatta Hospital. We have three children – Priya, who is finishing her fellowship 
in Nephrology; Samir, who is working for the Human Rights Commission in Washington DC; and Shaila who is at St. Louis 
University majoring in Business. 

I am keenly hoping to attend this re-union and meet up with all the other ESS alumni.

Suriakant K Shah

Rajeshwar Luther

Year of Entry 1960              Year of leaving 1963

Year of Entry 1960              Year of leaving 1963
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I was born in Nairobi in 1947 and attended Park Road Primary School before 
going to ESS in 1960, leaving in 1963. I joined the Royal Air Force in Nairobi 
in 1963 and subsequently trained for 3 years as an Aircraft Apprentice in the 
trade of airframes at RAF Halton, England.

I got my Ordinary National Certificate in Engineering with distinctions at RAF Halton. I passed out as top apprentice in my 
trade and I was selected to complete a 5 year Engineering Officer training at RAF College Cranwell. I was commissioned in 
1969. This was followed by BSc (Hons) in aeronautical engineering. I obtained MRAeS and CEng status. I worked on many 
military fighter and transport aircraft until 1985 at which point I took early retirement. I then joined the Civil Service but had 
to take early retirement at the age of 50 years on grounds of ill health.                                       

I played hockey for the RAF and played cricket for my village team. At ESS I was a Scout Troop Leader and went on to obtain 
Queen Scout award. I also did the Duke of Edinburgh’s gold award and was privilege to receive it from the Duke at Buckingham 
Palace in 1965.

I married an English girl, Christine, whom I met whilst at RAF College Cranwell and we had two boys. Unfortunately she 
passed away in 2012 after a long illness.  

I am now fully retired and living in Oxfordshire. Although I no longer play cricket, I never miss a test match game on the TV!

Zahoor Ahmed Saif-ur-rahman
Year of Entry 1960              Year of leaving 1963

I lived in Eastleigh, 2nd Avenue and joined ESS in 1961. I was in the Congo 
House and was actively involved in the ESS Scout Group and their Troop 
Leader in 1963-64. I also became a Queens Scout and obtained the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Gold Award.

After completing my School Certificate in 1964, I joined Highway Secondary School to complete the Higher School 
Certificate, where I re- met ex- ESS boys, Nisar Butt (Head prefect at HSS) and a year later Harish Luther. In 1967 I came 
to the UK and studied Chemistry at Manchester University. Following this I joined Federal Mogul Technology as an Executive 
Scientist and later in 2000 was a medical materials specialist for Consort Medical plc.

I have now retired, play golf and recently taken up Bridge.

I am married to Darshan and am fortunate to have two delightful daughters, pursuing successful careers in Law. 

Daljit Singh Ohbi
Year of Entry 1961              Year of leaving 1964
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I was born in Nairobi and enjoyed my initial learning at the famous Eastleigh 
Secondary. After schooling, I went to universities in Kenya, Germany and 
London to become an ophthalmologist. I worked for almost 23 years for 
the Norwegian Association of the Blind, a WHO arm, as their International 
Project Director and Resident Ophthalmologist. My work took me to Sudan, 

Zimbabwe and Mozambique. I was a lecturer in two universities and an External Examiner for the Masters Programme at 
Nairobi University. I came to the UK in 2004 and am currently working in the NHS as an ophthalmologist. 

I have been President and District Governor of the Rotary Club International. I was awarded two Rotary Paul Harris Awards 
and an IAPB award in Berlin for my work with the under-privileged communities in Africa. 

I have pleasant memories of Eastleigh Secondary School - especially good teaching, good friends and an exquisite atmosphere! 
I have travelled around the world and have always pleasantly remembered Mr Shant, Mr ‘disciplined’ JES Jones and in fact, all 
the teachers at ESS. 

I am married to Gurvinder and we have two children (one married) and both work in the financial sector in London. I love life, 
enjoy good company and indulge in music and cooking, both a great relaxation for me! 

At this reunion, I hope to bump into many old friends, ‘recognise’ and renew friendships. A great opportunity for us all! I 
commend the management.

Following my primary education in Nanyuki, I joined Eastleigh Secondary 
School in 1961. Here, the school way of life was unique and teachers were 
highly respected. They influenced students and encouraged hard work in 
studies and active part in sports. I have fond memories of classroom teachings 
and performing science experiments in the well-equipped laboratories.

I participated actively in school life as a prefect. I was the President of the Geographical Society, took part in science working 
model competition and played volleyball for the school team. I was in Niger House and was responsible for playing Kenya’s 
National Anthem at the morning assembly. I used to run documentary films in the lecture theatre.

In 1965, I moved to Jamhuri High School, completed my ‘A’ levels, and came to the UK in 1967. I joined University of Liverpool 
and graduated in 1970 with B Eng in Civil Engineering. I started my career with a firm of Consulting Engineers in London and 
Scotland. Having worked on power projects for a number of years, I joined a petrochemical company and have been working 
for oil & gas industry since. My work includes travelling, particularly to remote places which I enjoy very much. This has given 
me an opportunity of working in Norway, Australia, India and Russia.

I am married to Deep and we have a daughter and son, both married. We now also enjoy sharing our lives with our two 
grandchildren. I look forward meeting my classmates from ESS at the Reunion.

Harjinder Singh Chana

Gian Singh Hunjan

Year of Entry 1961              Year of leaving 1964

Year of Entry 1961              Year of leaving 1964
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Being a Nairobi native, I attained all of my education there: Racecourse Primary 
School, ESS, Delamere Boys’ and the Nairobi Medical School. I graduated with 
M.B.Ch.B. in 1973 and proceeded to St. Helens, Merseyside for post-graduate 
training. In 1977, I moved to Los Angeles, and trained at the Huntington 
Memorial Hospital, under the aegis of the University of Southern California.

I currently practise Bariatric and Family Medicine in suburban L.A.

At ESS I was involved in most sports for the Niger House, but my forte was debate and drama. The education in my formative 
years has served me well in my community and professional activism in California. I am actively involved in the affairs of the 
Association of Los Angeles Physicians of Indian Origin.

In the last few years I have published my anthology  of poetry, ”Streams of Consciousness”, and an anthology of stories on life 
in Kenya, “African Quilt,” as well as a play on the life of Buddha, “God Minus.” The latter two were co-written with Harshi Syal 
Gill. “African Quilt” has also been published by the East African Literature Bureau for the African Market. 

I married Kiran, originally of Musoma, Tanzania in 1985 and we have two daughters; Malvika has her Masters in Fine Arts from 
Emerson in Boston and works in Los Angeles. Devika is studying journalism at Emerson.

I was born in Kotli, Pakistan and went to Magadi Primary and Eastleigh Primary 
before entering ESS. I represented the school at Inter school debating 
competition on Kenya sound radio. 

I am a graduate of the University of Manchester and hold a Diploma in Race & Community Relations from Liverpool University. 
I am engineer by profession. After working in the gas and computer industries for 25 years, I am now the Chief Executive of 
Manchester Council for Community Relations, a position I have held for the last 20 years. I work with many institutions and 
communities to promote community cohesion, including the Manchester City Council and the Greater Manchester Police. I 
help to organise ADAM Day (an annual event bringing people of faith and non-faith together to celebrate common humanity) 
and Abraham’s Table by bringing together students from higher education institutions to celebrate diversity in faith and to 
understand others’ beliefs.

I am a Governor of a high school in Manchester. I chair the Manchester Higher Education and Further Education Muslim 
Chaplaincy Trust which provides pastoral support to Muslim students. I also chair Voice of BME Trafford, a community 
organisation. I am a member of the Rotary Club of Manchester Breakfast.

I was an elected member of Manchester City Council for the period 1986-1998. I held the portfolio of Equal Opportunities 
and Anti Discrimination; I was also the Chair of the Equal Opportunities Committee of the Association of Metropolitan 
Authorities.

Parvin D. Syal

Nasrullah Khan Moghal MBE

Year of Entry 1961              Year of leaving 1964

Year of Entry 1961              Year of leaving 1964
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I joined ESS in 1962 in Form 2 and completed Form 4 Cambridge School 
Certificate in 1964. Due to the circumstances at that time, most of my year 
group spread around the world and we lost touch with each other. I came to 
England in April 1965 and studied to become an Electronics Engineer.

I worked as a Computer Systems Engineer for ICL. I retired in 2010 as a Technical Project Manager working for Fujitsu 
Services looking after one of the major accounts.

I am married with 2 sons, now both married, one living in London and other one in Wellington, New Zealand.

I have been very busy working as a volunteer for various Charities. I have been The Secretary, President and I am now the 
Trustee of Hindu Cultural Society in North London. 

I was at the 40 Year ESS get together in 1996 and was hoping to meet up with a few of my year group but there was only one 
other person there from this year group. Since then, I have been at the other ESS reunions and now I am looking forward to 
meeting more of my year group Class of 1964 especially Form 4A this time around. 

Vijay Jolly 
Year of Entry 1962              Year of leaving 1964

I started my schooling in City Primary and Racecourse Primary Schools, joined 
ESS in 1962 and left in 1965 from Zambezi House. At school I was a keen 
cyclist having won the Group B Cycling race in 1963 and Group A Cycling 
race in 1964. In 1965 I again won the Group A Cycling race and broke the 
school cycling record. In August 1965 I passed the Outward Bound Mountain 

School course having climbed Mt. Kilimanjaro. This set me up for mountaineering. Hence I have climbed Mt. Kilimanjaro 9 
times, Mt. Kenya 23 times, Mt. Meru and Mt. Elgon just once. I was also a member of the Kenya Mountain Rescue Team and 
was involved in the famous rescue of Dr. Judameir on Mt. Kenya. I have achieved the Gold Award of the President’s Award 
Scheme (formerly Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme).

In 1982 my wife and I started a Chemist shop in Nairobi West called West Chemist. Eventually we opened a Photo Studio 
which we operated for six years before immigrating to England. Here we owned a three counter Post Office for six years. Now 
I am a Licentiate Member of the Royal Photographic Society. I do Events and Photography and have published a book about 
Kenya entitled “Mysteries of Kenya Revealed” which is available from my website: www.fotolandimaging.com

I am married to Parvinder and we have three children; Poonam - a Physiotherapist, Sunita - an Optometrist and Amandeep 
- a Banker. We are blessed with four lovely grand-daughters.

Harish Luther
Year of Entry 1962              Year of leaving 1965

37



I was born in Nairobi and educated at Juja Road Primary and Eastleigh 
Secondary schools.  I left for the UK in 1966. I started my working career as 
a shop floor machine operator in the food industry and progressed to become 
Production Manager.  I worked in the food industry for 16 years, mainly for 
Lyons Maid and Unigate.

In 1982, I had a complete change of careers and started as a trainee stock broker. I achieved the status of a Senior Vice 
President in various American and UK companies in the brokerage and banking business. In April 2006, I moved to Dubai as 
New Business Development Director for one of the largest Kenya based companies. I am now retired and live in Wembley.

In sports I was the school cricket captain and the captain of Congo House. I represented ESS in interschool athletics, cricket 
and hockey. I captained Kenya Schools against the MCC, PIA and Australian Schools XI.

In the UK I played five first class games for the MCC. I played minor county cricket for Bucks. I toured Australia, New Zealand, 
Singapore, Hong Kong and the West Indies with a variety of teams. I captained Middlesex ‘Over 50’s’ for 6 years.  

I have been organising a range of Bollywood concerts in the UK to raise funds for various charities to support people suffering 
from various calamities and disasters. I am a trustee of a charity called ‘Muslim Care’ and enjoy my cricket as a full member of 
the MCC. 

Saleem Ahmed Mehar
Year of Entry 1961              Year of leaving 1965

I was born in Nairobi in November 1050. I joined Eastleigh Secondary School 
in Form 1 in 1963 and left in 1965 for Highway Secondary School where I 
finished my General Certificate of Education courses. Prior to ESS, I was at 
Juja Road Primary. 

I must admit that the time I spent at ESS was the best time ever during my education. I fondly remember Mr Jones, Mr Briggs, 
Mr Hashmi, Mr Fakir Mohammed and Mr Shant. I was in Congo House and played Cricket for the House and school teams. 

I migrated to the UK in 1967, got married and am now a father and a grandfather. My eldest and youngest sons work with me 
in my Special Educational Needs Transport business which involves working with quite a few Local Authorities in the London 
area. I also have a daughter who qualified as a clinical Neuro-Psychologist. 

I am looking forward to the Reunion and hopefully meeting some of the good old faces. 

Shakoor Ahmed
Year of Entry 1963              Year of leaving 1965
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I was born in Meru but grew up in Nairobi. My primary education was at Juja 
Road Primary and I joined ESS in 1963. At ESS I was a Prefect, a Scout Troop 
Leader, and Head Librarian and was actively involved in the President’s Award 
Scheme. I was a recipient of two to three prizes every year and finished my “O” 
levels in 1966 with the second best results in the school.

We had some fantastic teachers but I will single out the late Mr Jones and Mr Briggs who left a lasting impression on my life. I 
did my A levels at the Upper Hill School during 1969-70.

I then pursued my passion for mountaineering and over the course of the next 15 years climbed every mountain in Kenya and 
some in the neighbouring countries. I went on to become an instructor at the Outward Bound Mountain School, Loitokitok. I 
was actively involved in the Mountain Club of Kenya and in Scouting, being the Chairman of the Aga Khan Scouts & Guides 
Group Council, Area Commissioner for Nairobi City, Honorary Camp Warden, Ngong Forest Scout Camp and Lead Trainer 
amongst other things. Before I left Kenya, I was awarded a Certificate of Commendation for outstanding services to Kenya 
Scouting by the then President Daniel Arap Moi at a ceremony in Parliament Buildings.

I settled in Leicester in 1983. I am married to Rashida and we have two sons, Altaz and Wasim, both in Banking and International 
Finance.

Abdul Gaffer Dagha
Year of Entry 1963              Year of leaving 1966

I was born in Nairobi in 1949. I attended ESS from 1963-1966 (Form IV A), 
Kenyatta College for ‘A’ levels, and thereafter University of Nairobi to do 
Medicine. I qualified with the Degree of MB ChB in 1974. I worked in hospitals 
in Kenya until 1979 after which I started my own General Practice in Nairobi.

I immigrated to U.K. (Leicester) in 1989 where, after some further studies and qualifications (LRCP, LRCS, LRCPS; 
DRCOG), I once again went into General Practice.

I retired in April 2014 at the age of 65 years. I am now enjoying my retirement spending time with my grandchildren, socialising, 
doing charity work, travelling, reading non-medical books and enjoying golf.

I have some fond memories of ESS. Teachers like Mr. Xavier D’Souza, Mr. Hashmi, Mr. Jones, Mr Briggs and, last but not 
least, Mr. Shant (PE), immediately come to my mind. I played volley-ball for the school and also enjoyed playing lawn tennis. 
I represented Zambesi House in sports. I was also fortunate to have Mr. Jones as my headmaster once again at Kenyatta 
College.

I am happily married to my wife Nirmala. We have three children. My two daughters (a Dentist and an Optometrist) are both 
happily married. My son works in London having done International Business Studies two years ago.

I am looking forward to meeting my fellow classmates and schoolmates from ESS at the Reunion.

Hasmukh Nandha
Year of Entry 1963              Year of leaving 1966
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I was born on the SS Amra ship on our way to Mombasa. My mother and I 
joined my father in Nairobi. I had a happy and contented childhood. My parents 
were devout Sikhs and instilled good moral values in us from a very young age. 
I attended City Primary and Juja Road Primary schools before joining ESS in 
1963. The four years at ESS were certainly the happiest years of my life.

ESS gave me a very good foundation which provided me with a springboard for my personal development and future career. I 
was a keen athlete and ran the 100 m in 10.4 seconds – no mean feat in those days! I also competed in the Long Jump, Triple 
Jump and 4x100 relay. 

We arrived in England in July 1967. I joined Harrow Technical College for a 2 Year course in Computer Hardware and PC 
Build. After completion, I started working in the professional chauffeur industry. In between, I managed a B.Sc. degree in 
Computer Science with Business. At present I work as a professional chauffeur at Heathrow with Emirates and Virgin Airlines. 
My hobbies are internet security and the gym. I spend three sessions per week in the gym followed by swimming 10 lengths 
of a full-size pool. 

I am married to Avtar and we have two daughters and a son - all doing well by the grace of God. I am looking forward to the 
Diamond Jubilee Reunion 2016 and meeting with my fellow ESS colleagues.  

I joined ESS in January 1963 from Racecourse Primary School. I found the 
new environment quite intimidating and it took a few months to get settled. 
I was known as Soni in the school. I was a keen athlete, joined the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award group and was a Boy Scout as well. I also played hockey for 
the school team and cricket for Nile House. I became a school Prefect in Form 

3 and was appointed Head Prefect in Form 4.

After passing my Senior Cambridge Examinations in December 1966, I left Kenya and came to UK in January 1967 and 
started my A-levels. I joined University College London in 1968 and obtained a degree in Chemical Engineering. After that I 
joined Accountancy profession where after working for a small accountancy firm for my initial training, I joined a major food 
retailer where I worked for over 35 years. Owing to health reasons I took early retirement in 2008 at the age of 59. However 
the health issues that have now, thankfully, disappeared after retirement!

I am married to Gurdarshan and we have been living in Bristol for over 30 years. We have two sons; the older is married. We 
have two lovely grandchildren and we spend a fair amount of our time looking after them. I have recently started learning to 
play the Harmonium from our local priest in the Gurdwara where I also get the opportunity to sing.

Paramjit Singh Chana

Sohan Singh Dhanjal

Year of Entry 1963              Year of leaving 1966

Year of Entry 1963              Year of leaving 1966
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I joined Eastleigh Secondary School in 1964 and left in 1967. Prior to joining 
ESS, I studied at Juja Road Primary School. After leaving ESS, I went to 
Jamhuri High School.

After completing my education I ventured straight in to business as a Building and Civil Engineering contractor. I worked as a 
contractor with Total East Africa Ltd for 35 years before joining Kenchic Kenya. I have been working for them as a contractor 
for the past 14 years.

In my yester-years, I loved playing Cricket, Hockey and Volleyball. In the sport of volleyball, I was captain of the Parklands 
volleyball team for 20 years where half the team was class of 1967! We won several trophies during my time and we still 
remember those times with a great deal of pride in our achievement. 

I am married and we have a daughter and two lovely grandchildren.

Gurcharan Singh Gill
Year of Entry 1964              Year of leaving 1967

I was born in Nairobi and lived on Haji Road, Pangani. I went to Juja Road 
Primary and joined ESS in 1964. I left in 1967. I enjoyed my time there and 
joined in all the activities particularly for Zambezi House.
 

I came to London in December 1967. I started work with a firm of Certified Accountants and started studying ACCA through 
a correspondence course.  After 5 years I set up my own Accountancy practice, Khalid Chaudhry & Co. This was the start of 
my business life leading to a number of businesses.  At present, The Chaudhry Group of  Companies , encompass fabricating  
Aluminium & UPVC Windows & Doors, Glass Toughening, Nursing Home, Property Investment & Development. All the 
Companies are run by family members.  

In September 2001  I moved to Lahore with my family where my two sons went to  school and I played Golf  and did  Charity 
work . This led to the setting up AMC Trust, an Education Charity, named after my late father Ali Mohammed. This Charity is 
my main passion now and is totally funded by donations from The Chaudhry Group of Companies.  

I am married with two sons. My main home is back in London with a second one in Lahore.

Khalid Chaudhry
Year of Entry 1964              Year of leaving 1967
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I was born in Nairobi, went to Juja Road Primary, then Eastleigh from 1964 to 
1968, and completed my A-levels at Jamhuri.  I came to UK in 1971 with several 
best friends and still keep in contact with them. I studied medicine in Glasgow 
and qualified in 1976 and in 1979 I married Irene.  I came to London in 1983 
to continue haematology, and I became consultant haematologist at Bromley 

Hospitals, Kent. My main job was looking after patients with different blood cancers and managing a haematology lab.

I have 2 sons.  Kiran works for an international company in the city dealing with corporate insurance. Sunil works for Fidelity 
investments.

I played cricket at ESS and played at club level till recently. I was a librarian and member of several societies at school. I 
completed the D of E gold medal. Fortunately I have maintained close contacts with my friends (Pradeep, Mahendra, Shashi, 
Aku, and Sharad). We regularly go on holidays together.  We celebrated 50th birthdays together in the Canadian Rockies and 
60th on a Nile Cruise. Pradeep and I have organised a few enjoyable get-togethers for the 1968 class.
I went part time in 2011 and retired in 2014. 

My main interests are golf, which I took up in 2011, gardening, holidays and walking, which I have done in various parts of the 
world. In addition I work for my hospital’s cancer unit charity.

I was born in Nairobi and studied at Eastleigh Primary, Ainsworth Primary and 
Eastleigh Secondary schools. I did my ‘A’ levels at the Jamhuri High and came 
to the UK in 1970 to study Mechanical Engineering.

I am married to Balbir and we have a son, Jasdeep and two daughters Sandeep and Mandeep. All three are graduates and in 
employment.

At ESS I was in Zambesi House. I represented the school at Hockey and was a keen member of the Debating Society. Being 
associated with ESS always brings tears of joy to my eyes! What a school! What wonderful education! I am proud to be 
associated with ESS!!

Anil Lakhani

Kulwant Laly

Year of Entry 1964              Year of leaving 1968

Year of Entry 1964              Year of leaving 1967
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My 4 years at ESS (65-68, of the previous century!), were spent in the 
company of many interesting comrades and a few remarkable teachers, who 
I still remember fondly and quote often. Whether it was the Debating Society 
(we took on the “rich” students from the wealthy side of town) or the Boy 
Scouts (camping was always more fun than earning badges), the days were 

carefree, yet fulfilling. It is no accident that we all remember BS Shant and his confusing, hilarious verbal outbursts; in 2016 
he would be a beloved Punjabi stand-up comic!

At every family gathering of the Bedis, Kapilas, Bhandaris and Syals, amidst much fond laughter, we remember our teachers 
and friends; we are lucky to have known the Mendoncas and Hashmis of our lives.

I left ESS for A Levels at Strathmore College, then medical school at Nairobi University, did as little work as possible and lived 
it up in Nairobi before leaving for the US. Now, after 35 years in medicine, and as a Professor in Radiology at MD Anderson 
Cancer Center in Houston, it is gratifying to acknowledge ESS, Strathmore and all of you; we are who we are, in part because 
of you. These reunions serve a useful purpose because we give some of our fortune back to our roots.

I applaud the energy of the organising committee and the class of ‘68. My wife Ranjana (Pangani 63-66, Jamhuri 67-68), 
children Sheel and Anuja join me in wishing ESS continued academic prosperity.

I was born in Nairobi and went to Park Road Primary, Eastleigh Secondary and 
Jamhuri High schools.  At Eastleigh I remember Mr. Mendonca’s great style 
of teaching English Language and Literature with humour – as also Mr. Xavier 
D’Souza’s teaching on cruise control in Physics! I played cricket for Congo 
House (later captained) and the school team.

I started, with Parveen Kapila, the famous ESS Film Society & Photography Club. I earned a BSc in Electrical Engineering 
from Bath University.  After two years of engineering research, I undertook an MBA at Cornell University, New York.  

I joined our family firm in Kenya & UK in 1980 trying on various ventures including gold mining in the Klondike fields of Yukon.  

In 1982 I migrated to Houston, Texas and started a fine jewellery business in Houston and Jackson Heights, New York (www.
Karat22.com). 

I married Meena in 1977. We have a son and a daughter. Anant (married to Girija Bhargava) has joined me in my business. Our 
daughter Rachna (married to Sanjay Alwani) lives in Saint Maarten Island in the Caribbean. She is also in the jewellery business.  
If anyone is on a cruise or happens to be on that island, please see her at Little Europe Jewellers and she will show you the best 
of the island! We are grandparents to Ishwari (age 5) & Avyay (age 1½).

I am lucky to have made lifelong friends at ESS with whom I get together every few years. Jai Swaminarayan!

Deepak Bedi

Chitranjan (Aku) Patel

Year of Entry 1965              Year of leaving 1968

Year of Entry 1965              Year of leaving 1968
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Born in Eastleigh, I attended Racecourse and later Ainsworth Street primary 
schools. I left Eastleigh Secondary School in 1968 and did my ‘A’ levels at 
Jamhuri High School. I obtained my B.Pharm. (Hons.) from University of 
Bradford and registered as a pharmacist in 1976.

After a year with Boots the Chemist in Maidenhead, I was lured back home. I did not enjoy retail pharmacy in Nairobi and 
switched to Industrial Pharmacy and spent the next 17 years manufacturing pharmaceuticals, first as Production Manager at 
Dawa Pharmaceuticals, Ruaraka and later as Quality Assurance Manager at Elys Chemical Industries.

I got married to Satwinder in Nairobi and we have three boys, Jasdeep, Amardeep and Rajpal. We moved to Maidenhead, 
Berkshire in December 1994 and purchased my pharmacy, Kay’s Chemist, a few years later. I thoroughly enjoy community 
pharmacy but the best years of my life were at E.S.S. and Jamhuri High. 

I was good at athletics representing Zambezi House in various events and played hockey for the School. As a Boy Scout I 
enjoyed camping and developed an interest in rock climbing and mountaineering. It is the discipline instilled by our teachers, 
like the late Mr. Hashmi and the good and bad times shared with my friends, Mahendra Patel, Aslam Khan, Deepak Bedi, Jasvir 
Jutla, Pradeep Luther, Narinder Mann, to name a few, that I cherish most. Would it not be great if some of them turned up on 
25 September and called me Guddi again?

Gurdip Singh Bahra
Year of Entry 1965              Year of leaving 1968

I was born in Nairobi and went to Racecourse Primary, Eastleigh Secondary 
and Jamhuri High schools.  Several fantastic teachers and many friends from 
these schools helped me develop a sound and balanced view of the world which 
served me well throughout my life.

I earned a BSc from Bradford and a PhD from Cambridge, both in Chemical Engineering and joined the oil business (Texaco, 
then Shell) in the US. In this truly global business I took assignments in New York, Houston, Bangalore and Kuala Lumpur. I 
travelled around the world and headed teams working on projects from Alaska to Russia. I spent 7 years in Bangalore setting 
up Shell’s Technology Centre from scratch to 1,100 engineers & scientists; a fantastic life experience. I retired last year and 
live at 11,200 feet in Alma in the Colorado Rockies.

I married Heidi from Switzerland and we have a daughter and a son, both working in the US. Our daughter just bought the 
highest saloon in the USA, the South Park Saloon in Alma, and I’m working harder than I ever did at Shell to help get it going 
smoothly!

I’ve been fortunate to meet many of my ESS & JHS friends as I passed through London on my travels over the past 35 years 
and enjoyed the instant connections we made as we shared stories about our teachers & schools. I captained the cricket teams 
at ESS, JHS and the Nairobi Combined Schools and continued to play at university and club level. 

Mahendra S Patel
Year of Entry 1965              Year of leaving 1968
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I was at ESS from 1965 to 1968. My peers at the time included Pradeep Luther, 
Mahendra Patel (Manga), Chitranjan (Aku) of Vanguard Studios, Shashi Pal 
Aggarwal, Gurdeep Bahra, Anil Lakhani, Ravindra Lakhani, the two Buddhdev 
cousins, Pradeep and Sharad and Nalin Shah (Accountant and Banker in 
Nairobi).

After 4 years at ESS and 2 years at Jamhuri, I trained as a Chartered Accountant in London. I moved to Management 
Consultancy (E&Y) and Insurance (Prudential) before settling into IT in 1985. My first company was Callhaven plc - one 
of the fastest growing companies in the UK and most well-known for spearheading the introduction of Apple Macintosh 
computers in the corporate sector. In recent years I have been involved mostly with companies specialising in software on 
the web. This has involved providing turnaround skills, investment and participating in the management and strategy of these 
companies. Currently I am involved with Deltion (Supply Chain solutions), Allfiled (Personal Information Management) and 
our family insurance business in Kenya, APA Insurance whilst also being active as an angel investor in start-ups in the UK.

I am married to Jyotsna (Ex Kisumu) who is a financial controller for a US event management company. We live in Esher and 
have two children - Krupali who is at PWC after studying Chemical Engineering at Imperial and Kuleen who has just finished 
a degree in Economics and Management at Oxford.

I was born in Nairobi and completed my early education at Ainsworth Primary, 
Eastleigh Secondary and Upper Hill schools, After my A levels, I worked for a 
year with Kassim Lakha Abdullah, Chartered Accountants and completed my 
Section 1 of The ACCA through correspondence school at the same time. 

I proceeded to the UK and qualified as a Charted Accountant in 1975 and received the fellowship certification in 1977. I 
started my accounting practice in Southall in 1978. I married Devinder, my lovely wife in 1979 and in 1981, moved with my wife 
and daughter Sunaina to Toronto. We have two lovely daughters and a son, all of them older than us and unmarried.

I worked in a controllership position and after achieving my Canadian Chartered Accountants designation I set up practice in 
Brampton in 1985. I have been there since. In 2000 I qualified as a Certified Financial Planner. I currently live at my resort 
in Caledon Village and spend my time looking after my accounting practice, real estate investments, my small portfolio and 
playing golf with my buddies.

I want to thank our school teachers, god bless them, who taught us with great dedication enabling us all to be successful human 
beings. I am anxiously looking forward to meeting my old school buddies, some of whom I have been in contact and met since 
the 2011 reunion. I feel we are so lucky to have this medium to reconnect and reflect on the years past and those ahead.

Piyush Shah

Narinder Singh Mann

Year of Entry 1965              Year of leaving 1968

Year of Entry 1965              Year of leaving 1968
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I was born in Nairobi and started my primary education at Racecourse Primary 
School where I developed an interest in Athletics. I moved to Eastleigh 
Secondary School in 1965 and thoroughly enjoyed my four years there having 
made lots of wonderful friends. 

I pursued my special interest in athletics and sports in general and was a proud member of Niger House. During my time at 
Eastleigh, I enjoyed several hobbies and was privileged in heading the school Photographic Society in 1968. I moved to the UK 
in 1969 where I did my A Levels in 1972 and graduated as a Dentist from Newcastle University in 1977. I am currently enjoying 
Dentistry in my practice near Heathrow. 

Alka and I got married in 1980 and have settled in Weybridge with our two children Anisha and Shamal. Anisha recently 
qualified in Economics from Oxford University and Shamal in Management from the London School of Economics. 

I have been in contact with some of ESS buddies namely, Deepak Bedi, Pradeep Luther, Anil Lakhani, Piyush Shah, Mukesh 
Phakey, Opkar Singh, Vinod Sabharwal and Rajan Sarna. I am looking forward to meeting many more at the Dinner Dance on 
the 20th of October. 

I studied at Racecourse Primary, Eastleigh Secondary and Jamhuri High 
schools.  I came to London in 1971, read Physics at Imperial College London and 
continued to do a PhD in Biophysics.   After a year (1979) at Nairobi University 
as Lecturer in Physics, I returned to Imperial where I have been since (www.
sarcomere.org).

I am married to Neerja, daughter of our English teacher Mr Roshanlal Khanna. We have one son, Vishal who is married to 
Jennifer and we have a lovely grandson Kalyan. 

My brothers, Rajeshwar, Harish and Arun also attended Eastleigh.  We were all Scouts and went on frequent hikes around Lake 
Naivasha and to my father’s farm near Dandora.  I remember some amazing trips to Mt Kenya and Kilimanjaro. Our sister, 
Shashi, was the Head Girl at the nearby Pangani Girls School.

We were taught by exceptional teachers, including, Messrs Mendonca, Khanna, Mamon, Sandilands, Hashmi and Xavier 
DeSouza.  My classmates inspired me greatly.  I was a keen athlete in Nile House.  Those were times of vigorous physical 
activities unimaginable in today’s world.  I was a keen participant of Mr Xavier’s Model Making Competition and of the Kenya 
Students Science Congress.  

I am glad of the deep friendships that grew up at Eastleigh and have continued unabated ever since.  Some of us, Mahendra, 
Shashipal, Anil, Sharad and Chitranjan regularly meet up with our Begums for holidays in different parts of the world.  We 
1968 alumni frequently meet up in London; several of us have been together since Standard 4: www.pradeepluther.com/
Racecourse-IVA.htm.

Raichand Desaur

Pradeep Luther

Year of Entry 1965              Year of leaving 1968

Year of Entry 1965              Year of leaving 1968
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Goodwill Message

Many congratulations on the International Reunion. I wish you all happiness and joy at this momentous event! Peace be upon 
you all. 
Nasrullah Khan Moghal, MBE (1964)

Heartiest Congratulations and best wishes to all Fellows and Teachers of Eastleigh Secondary School on this Diamond Jubilee. 
Thank you and congratulations to the ESS organisation committee for their precious time and effort for keeping alive the ESS 
Alumni.  
Daljit Ohbi (1964)

Heartiest congratulations and best wishes to all Eastleigh Secondary School students and teachers, past and present, on the 
occasion of the diamond jubilee celebrations (1956-2006)! I wish the event every success!
Nisar Butt (1963)

I wish all the ESS Alumni my Best Wishes and a healthy long life.  I would like to say “Jambo” to all those who knew me 
especially from 1958 to 1961. My Best Wishes and Good luck to you all for a happy and successful Diamond Jubilee Reunion 
of ESS students on 23rd October 2016. 
Jagtar Singh Sangha (1961)

Best wishes to all Eastleigh Secondary School Alumni on the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee Reunion.
Dushyant Tanna (1978)

I greet all the members of ESS Alumni and wish them well. I am unable to attend but wish the Diamond Jubilee Reunion a great 
success. I thank the committee members for their hard work. 
Ramesh Sethi (1961)

All the best wishes to the students and teachers of ESS, past and current. I hope the Reunion is immensely successful. 
Kulwant Singh Laly (1967)

Our compliments and congratulations for the Diamond Jubilee Reunion of Eastleigh Secondary School. It is appreciated that 
past students of other Nairobi schools are invited whose presence will add to the spirit  of the occasion and make it a truly 
hallmark moment.
Jujhar Plaha - Highway

Words cannot adequately convey my appreciation of your team’s efforts in this daunting task. Without motive of any personal 
gain, your team embarked upon and successfully accomplished a task of gigantic magnitude on the previous occasion. May 
this repeat performance overshadow the past achievement
Zahoor Seifur-Rehman (1963)

Best wishes to all Eastleigh Secondary School Alumni on the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee Reunion.
Varinder Singh (1960)

Heartiest congratulations and best wishes to all Eastleigh Secondary School students and teachers, past and present, on the 
occasion of the golden jubilee celebrations (1956-2006)! I wish the event every success!
Kanesh Lakhani (1978)

I congratulate you and your team for your dedication, diligence and persistent hard work. I wish the event every success! God 
Bless!  
Shakoor Ahmed (1965)
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Goodwill Message

All the best wishes to the students and teachers of ESS, past and current on the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee Reunion. I 
wish the event is immensely successful. 
Uttam Pawar (1971)

I greet all the members of ESS Alumni and wish them well. I am unable to attend but wish the Diamond Jubilee Reunion a great 
success. I thank the committee members for their hard work. 
Kanji Bhudia (1972)

Felicitations to the alumni of Eastleigh Secondary School on the occasion of its Diamond Jubilee celebrations. Many thanks 
from my wife Kiran and me, our daughters Mala and Devika.for this Reunion with other Nairobi schools.
Parvin D. Syal, M.D., Los Angeles, California. (1964)

I salute ESS Alumni represented by Jayant and Nisar who have worked tirelessly to get everyone together and added the much 
needed economic and philanthropic function to the organisation! Felicitations and Best Wishes for the Diamond Jubilee 
Reunion!
Dr Mohammed Ashraf Sheikh, New York, USA (1956)

Heartiest congratulations and best wishes to all Eastleigh Secondary School students and teachers, past and present, on the 
occasion of the diamond jubilee celebrations (1956-2006)! I wish the event every success!
Vijay Modgill

Heartiest congratulations and best wishes to all students and teachers of Eastleigh Secondary School on this Diamond Jubilee. 
Thank you and congratulations to the ESS committee for their precious time and effort in organising this wonderful event!  
Gian Hunjan

I studied at Eastleigh Primary, Eastleigh Secondary and Jamhuri High 
schools. I came to London in 1970, read Electronics & Electrical Engineering 
at Loughborough University. I later re-trained as a Chartered Accountant 
working at Arthur Andersen until its demise in 2002 and then at Deloitte LLP 
until 2012 when I retired from professional life. I served on the Global Board of 

partners at Arthur Andersen for 3 years and as a Board member of Deloitte LLP for 2 years later becoming Vice Chairman. 

I have two sons, Adam and Max who graduated in Computer Science from Kings College, London and in Mathematics from 
Exeter University respectively. My brother Assad also attended Eastleigh Secondary School. I was a Boy Scout, a member of 
the photographic society and the debating society. I also exhibited at the annual Model Making competition run by Mr Xavier 
D’Souza. 

We were taught by some of the most inspiring teachers including, Mr Mendonca, Mr Saleh Mamon, Mr Ian Sandilands, Mr 
Hashmi, Mr Xavier D’Souza, Mr Khanna, Mr Briggs, Mr Carvalho, Mr Bev Young, Mr Shant and Mr Matharu amongst others. 
Although I learnt photography at home, my skills were further developed at school under Mr Matharu’s leadership of the 
photographic society, introducing me to the magic of the photographic darkroom. This interest has continued unabated and a 
selection of my work can be viewed at www.terryawan.com. This includes some wildlife photographs shot in East Africa. I have 
many fond memories of my friends and times at ESS.

Tahir Awan
Year of Entry 1964              Year of leaving 1967
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Goodwill Message from Class of 1968

The class of 1965-1968 salutes all alumni and staff of Eastleigh Secondary School, Nairobi on the celebration of the Diamond 
Jubilee Reunion on 23 October 2016 in London.

We will always cherish the uniqueness of each of the teachers: Mr Mendonca the English teacher par excellence; his influence 
was felt by all fortunate to have experienced his wisdom and wit. Mr Khanna’s inspiration to write masterpiece thoughtful 
essays. Mr Xavier’s unique style of imparting the complex concepts of Physics and encouraging all to participate in the Annual 
Model Making Competition. Mr Mamon, fresh from Edinburgh University for his unorthodox but fascinating Biology lessons. 
Mr Ian Sandilands for his fresh and creative methods to take Physical Education to a whole new level with circuit training and 
points earning for our houses for Sports Day. He also introduced several of us to rock climbing and mountaineering, all well 
beyond the call of duty. Mr Shukla for his enthusiastic cricket training. We have fond memories of Mr Shant’s PE lessons. 
Scouting and Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards were enthusiastic activities supported by several teachers. We will all cherish forever 
the fond memories of those days at ESS.

On behalf of the following we send our best wishes and prayers for their good health to all alumni of ESS. We wish all current 
staff and students of EHS happiness and success in their educational aspirations and dreams.

Ajay Mahindru Mukesh Phakey Raichand Desaur

Anil Lakhani Mukesh Shah Raj Sharma

Anand Prakash Grover Nalin Shah Ramesh Rajput

Bhagya Tanna Narinder Mann Ravi Sharma

Chitranjan (Aku) Patel Opkar Virdee Sharad Buddhdev

Deepak Bedi Parveen Kapila Shashipal Aggarwal

Gurdeep Bahra Piyush Shah Trikam Vadher

Mahendra Patel Pradeep Buddhdev Vijay Patel

Mahesh Chandaria Pradeep Luther Vinayak Thanki
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Heartiest Congratulations

And

Best Wishes

To Students and Teachers of

Eastleigh Secondary School Nairobi

On the occasion of their

Diamond Jubilee Reunion 1956-2016

From

G L E M T E X     L I M I T E D
Falcon House, 257 Burlington Road,

Heartiest Congratulations

And

Best Wishes

To Students and Teachers of

Eastleigh Secondary School Nairobi

On the occasion of their

Diamond Jubilee Reunion 1956-2016

From

G L E M T E X     L I M I T E D
Falcon House, 257 Burlington Road,Falcon House, 257 Burlington Road

New Malden
Surrey. KT3 4NE

Directors
F A Kahloon    N A Butt
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Of Launches & Lunches
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Talkin’ & Listening’
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Congratulations

to the students and teachers of 

Eastleigh Secondary School, past and present  

On ESS Alumni Diamond Jubilee Reunion 
1956 - 2016

Best Wishes
from 

Prem Sharma and Family 
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I was at ESS from 1965 to 1968. I occupied the last but one desk because 
the last desk was monopolized by Pradeep Luther and Mahendra Patel!  Close 
friendships with them and the other 3 amigos – Shashi Aggarwal, Chitranjan 
Patel & Anil Lakhani continue to this day.

At ESS I represented Nile house in debates, captained the House cricket team, represented the school 
cricket team, participated in the Duke of Edinburgh Awards Program, Scouting and athletics relay team.

Mr. Mendonca was instrumental in perking up my interest in English literature and the art of debates. Mr. Khanna led to a 
healthy competition between a small group of us comparing essay marks in his class. I am grateful for inspiring teachers like 
them and others at ESS.

I graduated from LSE with a BSc in Economics; qualified as a CA and CPA with Deloitte in London & USA respectively. 
After leaving the professional practice firm, I held CFO and senior management positions in industry and am presently “semi-
retired” in Denver, Colorado.

Arti & I got married on a unique date 7-7-77.  We have 3 children – Reena, a graduate of Vanderbilt University and Marketing 
Director for Core Power Yoga; Amita, a graduate of Miami University and a physician at Mt Sinai Hospital and Rikesh, a 
graduate of Purdue University now with Avanade, a joint venture of Microsoft & Accenture. Our current apple of the eye and 
joy is our granddaughter, Kayla.

Best Wishes & Good Health to all alumni of ESS!

Just for information Eastleigh is name of a small town in south west England.
I was in ESS from 1965-1968 with the Principal Mr A.N. Sharma (Narad). I 
remember many teachers like Mr. Kapila, Mr. AN Sharma (History), Mr. Shant 
(P.E.), Mr. Mendonca (English Literature) and others, all great guys. The one 
I really remember is Mr. Hashmi who would not hesitate to throw a shoe at 
anyone who was not paying attention!

Many of us classmates like Deepak  Bedi, Bharar, Kapila , Mahendru, Anil and  others, mostly from Juja Road, Eastleigh and 
Pangani used to have a great time. I know I had the best time of my life at ESS. I was a Boy Scout and we used to go camping. 
I was in the Nile House and took part in inter-house competitions, mostly playing volleyball and cycling. In fact, even now I 
keep fit by cycling and walking.

I have been a qualified Travel Consultant since I came to UK in 1983. I do meet school mates occasionally but things have 
moved on and most of my friends are scattered all over the UK, USA and Canada. I am married and we have 2 grown up boys. 
The elder one is 28 and married, the younger one is 24. 

I look forward to meeting everyone at the Reunion and wish them all the very best in life.

Sharad Buddhdev

Ramesh Rajput

Year of Entry 1965              Year of leaving 1968

Year of Entry 1965              Year of leaving 1968
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I was born in Kikuyu (railway station). As my father worked in the railways I 
attended many schools up and down the country ending in Molo for my primary 
school education. I joined ESS in 1968 and left after Form 3 in the exodus.

I studied my O and A levels in Coventry. I enrolled in the medical school at University College London in 1971 and graduated 
in 1976. I enjoy playing golf but have myself as the handicap. 

I am married to Anju and we have three children, a boy and two girls. We are keen gardeners and have an allotment. I was a 
scout under the Luther command.  My worst moment at Eastleigh was being beaten up by Dogo for getting dandruff onto my 
history book and not paying attention! The best moments were hiking as a scout.

I have close school friends from ESS - Aku, Pradeep, Manga, Sharad and Anil. Our families meet up regularly and go on 
regular holidays together. 

Shashipal Aggarwal
Year of Entry 1965              Year of leaving 1968

I was born in Nairobi in 1952. I went to Juja Road Primary and my buddies were 
Anil Lakhani, Vijay Patel, Pramod Mistry and Aftab Adamjee.

All of us got into ESS and made friends with Piyush Shah, Raichand Desaur, 
Narinder Mann, Gurdip Bahra and Hasmukh Haria. I had a chequered time 
at school, mischievous yet a favourite among some teachers like Miss Sharma, Mr Bhardwaj, Mr T.C. 

Sharma and Mr. Hashmi. I will never forget those days when Mr. Hashmi would give me a lift to school in his Beetle. And I had 
the rare honour of having caused the imprint of Mr. Hashmi’s shoe on the ceiling of class 4B, after the shoe deflected from 
my shoulder! 

I was a pain to my class monitor Praveen Kapila. I used to bunk school regularly, I was brought to the headmaster Mr AN 
Sharma for punishment but let off through his generosity. I envied the teaching of our Biology teacher Mr. Saleh Mamon. 
Our Arts teacher from Wales took my paintings with him to U.K! I left for Bombay for further studies and joined Elphinstone 
College. I then went to Poona Agriculture College. Finally, I graduated from Bombay Veterinary College with a degree in 
Veterinary Science and Animal Husbandry.

I have one lovely daughter Devika who is a qualified dentist. Recently, she finished her Masters from London School of 
Hygiene & Tropical Medicine. My sole interest in life is to travel the globe and eventually retire in an exotic island!

Trikam Vadher
Year of Entry 1965              Year of leaving 1968
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I was born in Nairobi, Kenya, and educated at Juja Road Primary and Eastleigh 
Secondary schools. I left ESS in February 1968 (Form 3Sc) for the UK. I 
completed my GCE ‘O’ and ‘A levels in Manchester, and proceeded to Balliol 
College, Oxford to read Physiology and Medicine.

For the clinical years I was at the Middlesex Hospital in central London. I returned north for my pre-registration year, and then 
took up Vocational Training for general medical practice in Preston and Bramhall, Stockport. 

I have settled in Hyde and have been in general practice since 1982. I was a GP Trainer for many years, and am currently GP 
Tutor and medical director Tameside. I was President of my Rotary Club in 1993, and again in 2007. In 1997 I took a year’s 
sabbatical to travel to study Primary Health Care at the University of Manchester.

I am married to Rekha (nee Raichoora) from London, and have two children. Gita has finished her pharmacy degree at 
Nottingham, and Satish has finished his Maths degree at University College, London.

I have fond memories of ESS and would like to network with old friends, and make some new ones.

I was born in Gilgil in 1952. I went to Juja Road Primary and joined ESS in 
January 1965. I left ESS in December 1968 and worked for a small local firm 
of accountants for a year. I joined Coopers & Lybrand as an articled clerk to 
study Certified Accountancy and qualified as an ACCA in December 1974. I 
then joined an American multinational in the capacity of Financial Controller 
and went on to become their General Manager.

I immigrated to the UK with my family in 1986. I practised Accountancy for 12 years, and retired in 1997. I am married to 
Bharti and we have two children, Kamal & Jai both of whom are now qualified and about to enter matrimonial life. 

My recollections of ESS are perhaps the happiest ones of my youth. I remember that I was one of the more vocal guys in class, 
which often landed me in trouble – like being physically “carried forward” to the headmaster Mr AN Sharma because I refused 
to go on my own! But I was well liked by my fellow students, who were always helpful. I was never a sportsman worthy of any 
acclaim, nevertheless I was proud to belong to Nile house, which was the Cock house in 1968.

I made a lot of friends at school. Some of the names that come to mind are Trikam, Pramod, Anil, Praveen Kapila, Deepak 
Bedi, Harjinder Singh, etc.. I hope to see many of these faces at the get-together. 

Vikram Tanna

Vijay Kant Patel

Year of Entry 1966              Year of leaving 1968

Year of Entry 1965              Year of leaving 1968
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I was born in Nairobi in 1953 and educated at Eastleigh Primary and Secondary 
schools. I played hockey and cricket for the school teams.

For me, the most memorable time in school was 1969. I was a part of the school 
Hockey  team that was considered to be one of the best ESS has ever had. 

Captained by Ravinder Laly (Kenya International), the team also included Satinder Khehar (England International), Nawazish 
“Chacha” and Yakub “Johnny” Sheikh. Besides the Inter School competition, we won the Kesar Singh Cup and the revived 
Mushtaq Trophy. Interestingly, we played Ramgharia Club in the final and outplayed them too! As a bonus, we were given a 
tour of Mombasa under the management of the late Mr. Hashmi, which was very successful. I played in the team as the vice-
captain. I was also the school cricket Captain as well as Zambezi House captain that year.

The family migrated to the UK in 1970. I completed an extensive research for the development of science in “The Dark Ages”. 
A book has been published. I am in the process of conducting a 2nd edition.

I married Noor in 1986 and we have 2 boys, Jibran aged 23 and Umran aged 20. Having lost my elder brother Abdul Qayyum 
(himself of ESS from 1962 – 1966 and a brilliant hockey player) in 1998, I now head a successful family business.

I joined Eastleigh Secondary School from Juja Road Primary in 1965. My 
favourite sport was Hockey. I played for the school hockey team and we 
won many tournaments and leagues, including the Kesar Singh Cup, beating 
Ramgharia Sports Club in the final. I played for the school hockey team against 
Germany and for the Muslim Club against Pakistan.

I played mostly as a full back but sometimes in the goal. I liked athletics and did well in winning Shot Put and Discus in inter-
school competitions. Mr Hashmi got me selected into the school Football team as well.

I was selected in the Kenya Hockey squad as a goal keeper. I captained Sir Ali Muslim Club hockey team for a long time. We 
were one of the youngest teams ever to win the National League. I also played hockey for Aryans and Khalsa Sports Club 
where we won all but one of the tournaments and leagues for three years running. I also played snooker, volleyball and cricket 
for club teams. I was the club snooker captain. We won the club tournament and were in the top 16 in Kenya, I also captained 
SAMC volleyball second team.

My last hockey match in Kenya before I left was as Captain of Parklands Sports Club. The 12 years I spent there were really very 
enjoyable. I still play for Slough Hockey Club where I was made Player of the Season 2015/2016. I credit all my achievements 
to the support and guidance of Mr Hashmi.

Mohamed Anwar Khan

Yakoob Sheikh

Year of Entry 1966              Year of leaving 1970

Year of Entry 1965              Year of leaving 1969
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I am a 4th generation Kenyan Asian born in Nairobi, Kenya, educated at 
Racecourse Primary School and the last of the Luther clan at ESS. I had an 
illustrious family history to maintain and I did my best, haki!  At ESS, I followed 
my elder brothers’ “nyayo” – Harish in cycling for Nile House and all of them 
in Scouting and the outdoor life.  My friends remember the hunting we did on 
my father’s farm in Dandora and the barbeque the following night! 

I then went to Jamhuri High for Forms 5 and 6 and then came to England to do a BA (Hons) in Business Studies, went back 
to Nairobi to work in systems development and planning of fuel supplies for Caltex.  Also raced moto-cross motorbikes – the 
first ESS boy to do this?  I then started my own business making stuff like boats, beach buggies, car accessories, furniture and 
other industrial stuff.  After this fun, I came to UMIST, Manchester to do an MSc in Finance and then went back to Nairobi 
to start my present career as a management consultant with Deloittes, where I worked on various USAID, World Bank and 
IMF projects. 

Now settled in Birmingham, married to Meena, I have two sons and run my own consultancy company helping technology 
start-ups and raise finance and grants for businesses. Nairobi and ESS were great places to grow up, learn to cope with the 
world. It is where I made my life-long friends.  

Arun Luther
Year of Entry 1967              Year of leaving 1970

I was born in Nairobi and studied at Eastleigh Primary and Eastleigh Secondary 
schools. The youngest of the 4 brothers who went to Eastleigh, I left ESS in 
1971 for the UK and did my ‘A’ levels in Portsmouth. I qualified as a pharmacist 
from Portsmouth School of Pharmacy.

My four years at Eastleigh helped me to achieve a lot. I was the scout Troop Leader, Hockey captain and played Volleyball and 
Basketball. I was a good athlete for Nile House. It was good to rub shoulders with students from different backgrounds. 

I have kept myself busy with Hockey. I have managed and coached various Hampshire Hockey teams at different levels. My 
wife and I have been Chairpersons of the Portsmouth Asian Association in the past. 

I am married to Pushpinder who is also a pharmacist and we live in Portsmouth. My son, Rajdeep is a doctor and is married to 
Rupriya who is a teacher.

Baldev Laly
Year of Entry 1968              Year of leaving 1971
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I was born in Nairobi and did my primary education at Khalsa Boys and Girls 
School. My secondary education at Eastleigh High school was from year 1968 
to 1971.

I was the President of the school Geographical Society, a member of the school photographic society and I represented my 
house Niger at cricket, hockey and athletics.  My best friend at school was Rakesh Sharma and the teachers who inspired me 
most were Mr. T C Sharma, Mr. Panesar and Mr. Xavier DeSouza. The four years at this school are the most memorable years 
of my life.

I completed my A levels at Jamhuri High School where I was a school prefect and also the Head Librarian.  I operated the 
school public address system during the morning prayers.

I came to the UK to join my parents in 1974. After finishing my university course, I joined Tektronix/Fluke as an electronics 
engineer and have been with them since 1978. Being a field engineer, I spend most of my time in Europe and the Middle East. 
I plan to retire next year after nearly 40 years of service.

I am married to Shashi and we have been blessed with two sons and two grandchildren.

I was born in Nairobi, Kenya, educated at Eastleigh Primary and Eastleigh 
Secondary in Nairobi. I left E.S.S. in 1972 (Form 4A). I arrived in the U.K. 
in 1974 and did my ‘A’ Levels at Charles Keene College of FE in Leicester in 
1978. I did a BSc in Computer Science from Leicester Polytechnic (now De 
Montfort University) and graduated in 1982.

I have worked in IT, starting as a software developer and progressed to become an IT Manager. I am presently working for Cap 
Gemini as a consultant specialising in banking IT.

I enjoy hockey, badminton, walking, reading and listening to music. I am married to Gurdeep and we live in Great Glen, south 
of Leicester, with our son Jeetpal and daughter Amrit.

My four years at Eastleigh were possibly, the best years of my life. I enjoyed sports and played cricket, hockey and volleyball 
for Nile house. I was a keen Boy Scout and enjoyed the outdoor activities of hiking, camping and representing the Troop in the 
inter-state competition. 

My teachers inspired me to gain the confidence and discipline to achieve a successful career. I fondly remember Messrs 
Panesar, Kent, Gabri, TC Sharma, Xavier, Hashmi and Oloo. I keep in touch with a number of friends like ‘Dishae’ Jagdish Singh 
Lota, ‘Amro’ Amarjeet Singh Panesar, Laly brothers Kulwant, Ravinder and Baldev. I would really love to hear from all ESS 
pupils who remember me! Truly a great school, long live all the memories of Eastleigh Secondary School, Nairobi!

Uttam Pawar

Charanjeet Singh Panesar

Year of Entry 1968              Year of leaving 1971

Year of Entry 1968              Year of leaving 1972
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I was born in Nairobi and did my primary education at Juja Road Primary Before 
joining Eastleigh Secondary School in 1969.

At ESS, my favourite subjects were mathematics and English Literature. I got 
the First Prize in mathematics in each of my four years at ESS. I was a school 

Prefect. I was a member of the school Debating Society. I ended up with the top ‘O’ level result in the school in my final year. 

My best friends at school were Kiran Patel, Sailesh Jani and Zoeb Gulamali. Together, we had plenty of ‘out of school’ 
experiences. I cannot forget my mathematical challenges with Gabriel with whom I have lost contact. The teachers who 
inspired me the most were Mr Hashmi for his no nonsense attitude and Mr Mendonca for his flamboyant theatrical teaching 
style in Literature. In hindsight the four years at this school were probably the most influential years of my life.

I completed my A levels at Harrow Technical College followed by my degree in Ophthalmic Optics at Glasgow. Within two 
years of getting my professional qualifications, I became the owner of two optical practices - one of which I sold at the age 
54. I have since worked part time at the other practice and used my newly found spare time playing golf, walking, swimming, 
attending gym classes and holidaying.

I am married to a lovely lady, Mina. We have two boys Anish and Amit both of whom are medical doctors in local hospitals.

I joined ESS in 1969 and left in 1972.  After my ‘A’ levels, I qualified 
as an accountant with Price Waterhouse in Nairobi. I left in 1984 
to join the commercial sector. I enjoyed a successful career in 
Kenya, culminating in Chief Executive position. We left Kenya for 
the UK in 2000.  

I am currently working as the Financial Controller. I am married 
and we have one son who is in his fourth year dentistry course 
college at King’s College, London. I have always been a keen 
sportsman, currently actively involved in playing golf (H-15)

Nilesh Raithatha

Kiran Patel

Year of Entry 1969              Year of leaving 1972

Year of Entry 1969              Year of leaving 1972
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I was born in Park Road, Nairobi and attended City Primary School before 
joining Eastleigh Secondary School in 1969. 

At Eastleigh I was in Niger House and was actively involved in Sports. I did a lot 
of Cycling, played Football and captained the school Cricket team. Of all the 

activities I participated in, Cricket was my favourite and I later had the honour and privilege of representing Kenya, thanks to 
this early exposure.

I graduated from Eastleigh in 1972 and proceeded to India for tertiary education. In 1977, I returned to Kenya having attained 
an undergraduate degree in Commerce, a B.Com, from H.L. College of Commerce, in Ahmedabad, Gujarat. 

For the first few years I worked as an apprentice Accountant/Auditor and later as a Financial Controller for a multi- national 
manufacturing company before venturing into my own manufacturing enterprise producing industrial and specialty detergents 
– a business I am involved in to this day.

I have been married to Malti, an IT Systems Analyst, for 30 years and have two sons, Purav & Kishan. Both of them currently 
reside in McKinney, Texas, USA.

My life, work & time are divided between Kenya & USA. 

I was born in Dar-es-salaam and went to Park Road Primary before joining 
Eastleigh Secondary School in 1969.

At ESS, my favourite subjects were Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry and 
Biology. I was a member of the school Photography Society. I was also a Scout 

and took part in the President’s Award Scheme. I played cricket for the school and hockey for Nile House. I remember Mr M 
R Patel, in-charge of cricket team, very well. I ended up with a First Grade at ‘O’ levels.

My best friends at school were Mahendra Shah, Vijay Patel, Ajay Jobanputra, Kiran Patel, and Mayur Sumaria. I had others 
whose names I have forgotten now! Together, we had plenty of fun going Camping, Hiking and Cycling. The teachers who 
inspired me the most were Mr Mendonca, Mr Panesar, Mr Khanna, Mr Hashmi, and Mr Amin who were all exceptional! In 
hindsight the four years at this school were probably the best time of my life.

I completed my A levels at Jamhuri High School in 1974 and came to London to do my degree in Pharmacy at Chelsea School 
of Pharmacy, a part of London University. I met my wife Anjali at College and we got married in 1981. She is also a pharmacist. 
We bought our first pharmacy in 1979 and we still run it! I am partly retired now and play a lot of golf. We live in Purley, Surrey 
and have two grown up sons Anish and Rishi, both well-educated and settled.

Vijay P Patel

Purgent Patel

Year of Entry 1969              Year of leaving 1972

Year of Entry 1969              Year of leaving 1972
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I was born in Nairobi. I went to Eastleigh Primary school, and then 
to ESS from 1970-74. I came to the UK to do my A-levels in 1975. 
I studied Chemical Engineering & Management Sciences at Imperial 
College and then an MBA at Manchester Business School.

I have worked in finance as an investment analyst and portfolio 
manager in London, and also for 5 years in Abu Dhabi, UAE working 
for the Investment Authority. I have recently retired.

I have 2 sons, Rohan who is a doctor and Anand who has just completed 
his A levels.

Dinash Lakhani
Year of Entry 1969              Year of leaving 1974

I attended Juja Road Primary, and after completing my C.P.E exams I was 
pleased to gain entry to my first place choice -Eastleigh Secondary in 1975. 
I was a scout at E.S.S. and have fond memories of hoisting the Kenyan flag at 
Friday assemblies! I attended some interesting camping trips at the Row Allan 
Scout Camp.  I left E.S.S. in July 1976 for the U.K. 

I did my ‘O’ and ‘A’ levels in Manchester before going on to read Law at the now known London Metropolitan University. 
Thereafter, I proceeded to study for the Solicitors’ Finals Course at the College of Law, Lancaster Gate, London. My training 
was with firms in Manchester and Leicester. After qualifying as a solicitor in 1988, I worked for private practices in the Midlands 
before starting my own firm in Leicester in May 1996 – Tanna & Co. Solicitors- from where I continue to practice.

I always wanted to give something back to the community and started by being a school governor. I am currently a Director on 
the Executive Board of the Lionheart Academies Trust which is responsible and accountable for running four schools - two of 
which are large colleges. In my spare time I like playing badminton and doing yoga. 

I am married to Priti and have two children – Dhruv, who is a Tax Consultant with Deloittes and Radhika who is studying 
Medicine at St. Georges, London. I am looking forward to meeting some old friends from the mid- seventies at the reunion. 

Dushyant Tanna
Year of Entry 1975              Year of leaving 1976
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I was born in Nairobi, Kenya and did my primary education at Aga Khan Primary 
before joining Eastleigh Secondary School in 1976.

At ESS, my favourite subjects were Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics and 
English. I ended up with 7 ‘O’ level results. My best friends at school were Hiten 

Ondhia, Hitesh Shah, Bimal Shah and Minesh Shah. Together, we had plenty of fun and good memories. I cannot forget 
Shahid with whom I have lost contact. The teachers who inspired me the most were Mr Dave (Mathematics) and Mr DeSouza 
(Physics and Chemistry). In hindsight the four years at this school were probably some of the most memorable  days of my 
life!

I completed my A levels at Highway Secondary School and started studying for my CPA exams. I moved to the UK in 1983 
after my father passed away and proceeded to complete my qualifications in Accountancy at LSA and EW Fact.

I am now a practising accountant with my own small practice in Luton.

I am happily divorced. I have two boys. They are 29 and 27 yrs old respectively. 

Madhu Morjaria
Year of Entry 1976              Year of leaving 1979

I started at Eastleigh in 1986 in class 1C. I was placed in Zambezi House in Inter House competitions. 
School was great fun. Apart from learning, I enjoyed most playing football, cheering our great 
Basketball and Volleyball teams and eating Bhajia and Mandazi during break time. Of course there was 
the dreaded visit to Command Room (Prefects Room). After finishing form 4, I joined University of 
Nairobi in 1990 to pursue a course in Land Economics. 

Since graduation in 1995, I have accumulated over eighteen years’ experience in Agency and Negotiations (Site Acquisition, 
Sales and Leasing), Property Management, Project Finance, Project Development and Assets Valuation while at Metrocosmo 
Valuers Limited, Lloyd Masika, Tysons Limited, CB Richard Ellis and Ark Consultants Limited (2004 to date). I played a key 
role in the development of Nanyuki Mall a landmark retail centre in Nanyuki Town and am the Project Manager of Mt. Kenya 
Holiday Homes a large ongoing mixed use development in Naru moru Nyeri County.

I am a Registered Valuer & Property Manager Practising at Ark Consultants Limited (www.arkconsultantsltd.com) where I 
am a founding shareholder/Director. I have been a past Chairman of the Institution of Surveyors of Kenya (ISK), a member 
of the Board of National Housing Corporation and currently I am the Chairman of Superior Homes and Nairobi Swimming 
Association.

I am married with 3 Children and we live in Nairobi at present. 

Reginald Okumu
Year of Entry 1986              Year of leaving 1989
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL PAST & PRESENT
STUDENTS AND TEACHERS OF ESS ON THE
OCCASION OF THE SCHOOL’S DIAMOND

JUBILEE 1956-2016

Healthchem Pharmacy is a dispensing chemist that also sells a range 

of toiletries and cosmetics as well as hair care products, walking sticks 

and baby care products. A film processing service is also available.

We also supply all Rehabilitation Equipment.

Paresh Patel (B Pharm) - Director
Villiers Court

166-168 Battersea Bridge Road, 
Battersea, London, SW11 3AW

TEL: 020 7228 9191

opening hours: 9:00 am to 7:30 pm, monday to friday

HEALTHCHEM PHARMACY (BATTERSEA)
one stop medical shop
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Congratulations and Best Wishes

To the Students and Teachers of

Eastleigh Secondary School Nairobi

On of occasion of their

Third International Reunion

From

MAJORS FRIED CHICKEN

503 GARRATT LANE, 
EARLSFIELD,

LONDON SW18 4SW

Tel: 020 8874 9846
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I was born in India and moved to Nairobi at the age of 3. I started at Eastleigh 
Primary School followed by Technical High School in 1962. I went to Highway 
Secondary School (1966 to 1967) to complete my A Levels. I was a keen 
sportsman. I held the 440 yards record for several years at Technical high 
School and was among the 14 players selected to represent Kenya Volleyball 
team against Korea. 

I came to England in November 1967 and qualified in Industrial Electronics at the North East London Polytechnic. After a 
stint at Thorn Consumer Electronics, I ended up with Marconi Communications Ltd in Chelmsford. I wrote papers on Supplier 
Management and became a Fellow of the Charter Institution of Quality Assurance. I also became a Registered Lead Auditor 
of Manufacturing to ISO standards. I served as Honorary Secretary of CIQA, Essex branch. I joined Cable and Wire as a 
Project Manager in 1978 and became a member of the Association of Project Managers and Nebosh.

I retired in 2013 and enjoy Badminton, Golf and travelling.

I am married with three daughters who are also married. We have lived in Wokingham, Berkshire since 1988. We are blessed 
with the added bonus of enjoying our grandchildren. We are quite heavily involved in local Community work.

I am constantly in touch with a few of my old class fellows from all three Schools and look forward to meeting a lot more at 
the next reunion.

Raghbir Singh Notta
Technical High School

Year of Entry 1962              Year of leaving 1965

I was born and raised in Nairobi. I went to Khalsa Primary School and then to 
Duchess of Gloucester School. I was keen on sports, played Hockey for the 
school and excelled at Long Jump and Cross Country running. 

I came to England in 1967 and qualified as a Nurse at the Hillingdon Hospital Training Centre.

After getting married in 1973, I worked at various Hospitals in London for a few years, then in a small village called Braintree in 
Essex for 10 years. We moved to Berkshire in 1988 and worked at the Heatherwood Hospital in Ascot. I was invited to set up 
new wards in Wrexham Park and finally retired as a Ward Sister from the Ascot and Wrexham Park Hospitals Trust.

We have lived in Wokingham, Berkshire since 1988. We are quite heavily involved in local Community work. My hobbies are 
knitting, travelling and general socialising. We have travelled extensively in the past few years and looking forward to exploring 
the World a bit more. With God’s grace, we are blessed with three children and two grandchildren at the moment......... we have 
a most exciting and wonderful time with them, we love them to bits.

I am constantly in touch with some of my old class fellows and colleagues. Social functions in the family take up most of our 
weekends and give us so much fun and great experiences. I am looking forward to meeting a few more friends at the next 
reunion.

Bhopinder Kaur Notta (Nee Chana)
Duchess of Gloucester School

Year of Entry 1964              Year of leaving 1967
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I was born in Eastleigh, Nairobi and went to Eastleigh Primary School. I 
remember our teacher Mr.Ram Parkash Sharda who used to take us on visits to 
factories, museums, dairies and the airport. Forty years later, recently I had an 
opportunity to talk to him on Skype face to face!

I went to Duke of Gloucester School. Our teachers took pride in ensuring that their students produced the best results. Hence 
the good foundation of my life was laid by them. After that, I joined my elder brother in Scotland. What a cultural shock it was! 
I could not understand a word of their spoken English! I moved to Manchester and joined an insurance company. I qualified 
with FCII and joined a French company. I was seconded to cover their West African operations and travelled extensively 
throughout West Africa. I spent seven years in there based in Lagos- Nigeria.

Upon return to UK, I found that insurance industry was heavily computerised and career prospects were abysmal. I did a 
degree in Marketing and Business in Europe including PGCE. I spent seventeen years in an academic career as a lecturer 
teaching both in further and higher education. 

I left this profession two years ago and went full time into photojournalism and photography. I am joint administrator of Nairobi 
Asians Living Abroad group on Face Book. This group has re-connected members world-wide who once lived in East Africa.

My forefathers settled in East Africa in the early twentieth century. I was born 
in Nairobi and attended Nairobi South Primary School. In 1962, I proceeded 
on to Highway Secondary School until 1967, where I undertook the Senior 
Cambridge “A Levels”. 

I have always had a passion for sports. At school, I played cricket, football, table- tennis and represented the school hockey 
team. From 1965 to 1967, I went on to play hockey for the Combined Schools of Kenya. Our Combined Schools team of 1967 
featured against the elite international Pakistani team. This was a rewarding experience.

I was an enthusiastic boy scout and enjoyed exploring the outdoors. I took on the challenge of climbing Mount Kilimanjaro in 
1964 as part of the Outward Bound Mountain Course.

In 1968, we left Kenya and settled in the UK. I went on to study Pharmacy at Sunderland Polytechnic from where I graduated 
in 1973. A few years later, I started my own business in Pharmacy and pursued this career until my retirement a few years ago. 

In spite of my business and domestic commitments, my love for sport has inspired me to travel to myriad global sporting 
events including: hockey; cricket; football and Olympic Games. I have been a beneficiary of great friendships and experiences 
from these expeditions.

My wife Gurdial practises as an optometrist. We have three daughters and six grandchildren who keep us enjoyably occupied. 

Karamjit Singh Bharij
Duke of Gloucester School

Jujhar Singh Plaha
Highway Secondary School

Year of Entry 1962              Year of leaving 1967

Year of Entry 1962              Year of leaving 1967
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I was born in Nairobi and did my primary education at Khalsa Primary School 
before joining Ngara Secondary School in 1962.

We were the first group of girls at Ngara Secondary when the boys transferred 
to Highway Secondary School. I enjoyed all subjects at school and loved playing 
hockey. I left Ngara Secondary with 9 ‘O’ levels.

I completed my A levels at Highway Secondary during the years 1966-67 and graduated at the University of Nairobi. I started 
teaching at Highway Secondary School in June of 1971 and remained there until February 1984. I joined what was then Oshwal 
Boys and was involved in setting up ‘A’ levels in the school. The school was re-named Oshwal High School as we started taking 
girls at ‘A’ level. 

I moved to the UK in 1986, continued teaching and retired in 2010. I now do a lot of work for Cambridge International 
Examinations and am the Principal examiner for one of the papers.  

I have 3 children and they are well settled.

I was born in Nairobi and lived in my parent’s home near the Nairobi Museum. 
I had my early education at City Primary and Fort Hall Road Primary schools. 
I joined the Duke of Gloucester School in 1964, doing O-Levels in 1967 and 
A-Levels in 1969. I was very active in extra-curricular activities, including 
playing Hockey for the school team. I was the President of the Science Society.

In 1970 I came to Loughborough University of Technology, where I studied a four year sandwich degree course in Automotive 
Engineering, and graduated in 1974. I have worked in industry for 42 years, and, at present, I am working for Jaguar Land 
Rover. I have been in the Chassis Engineering Department for 30 years now, and, shall be looking forward to retirement in 
the near future. 

My current activities include playing hockey, golf and serving as a committee member of the Sikh Union Club in Coventry, 
This Club is very active at community work and also does a lot of charity work - both locally and abroad. For example we have 
done cataract operations in India and water bore hole projects in Kenya. This year, the Club received the Queen’s Award for 
Community Work.

I am married to Satnam, who also went to Jamhuri High School for her ‘A’ Levels. We have two children, a boy and a girl, both 
grown-up and have left home. We live in a small town, Kenilworth, in Warwickshire.

Pritam Achal (nee Gharial)
Highway Secondary School

Jaspal Singh Jheeta
Duke of Gloucester School

Year of Entry 1966              Year of leaving 1967

Year of Entry 1964              Year of leaving 1969
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I was born in Mombasa, when at 5 years old my family moved to Eastleigh, 
Nairobi. I studied at Eastleigh Primary and Highway Secondary schools. All 
three of my best friends were at ESS and we remain close to this day. I left 
Kenya in 1973 to join the Laly family (all Laly brothers are ESS Alumni) in 
the UK and did my ‘A’ levels in Portsmouth. I qualified as a Civil & Structural 
Engineer from University of Cardiff.

I am married to Neeta who with a background in financial systems is an IT Director with Oracle Corporation responsible for 
major Initiatives. We have two boys, Arjun and Vir. Arjun is a Barrister by training and is with HSBC; Vir is at De Montefort in 
Leicester studying Mechanical Engineering and is an Officer Cadet in the British Army.

I have been fortunate to have been involved with the design and construction of transport - roads, bridges & railways 
infrastructure internationally and in the UK. In Kenya I am able to put my name to roads, bridges and, water treatment plants 
in the Central and Western Regions.  Both Neeta and I are involved in the community. We promote sports (like hockey, rugby 
and water sports) and provide careers training and mentoring in schools.

Living in Eastleigh and studying at Highway provided plenty of opportunities for rivalry. But with great friends at and from ESS, 
these challenges were overcome, leading to relationships that endure to-date and span far and wide.

Manvindarjit (Billy) Ahluwalia
Highway Secondary School

Year of Entry 1969              Year of leaving 1972

I was born in Nairobi and lived near Nairobi museum. For my primary education 
I attended Fort Hall Primary and Highridge Primary schools. In 1967 I joined 
Ngara Secondary school where mathematics and science were my favourite 
subjects. I was awarded a few prizes in these subjects during my time there. I 
was a school Prefect and a member of the Science Society. 

Having obtained eight good Levels I joined Jamhuri High School in 1971 where I finished my A levels.

I then came from ‘sunny’ Kenya to Bradford University for a three year undergraduate course and obtained a Batchelor of 
Pharmacy degree in 1976. Having started in hospital, I became a Community Pharmacist and continued my career in that field 
for forty years. I am now semi-retired and do some locum work. I am also a member of the Sikh Union Club in Coventry which 
is very active in community and charity activities both locally and overseas.

I am married to Jaspal (from Jamhuri High School). We have a son who is a doctor. Our younger daughter, a pharmacist, got 
married earlier in the year. 

Satnam Kaur Jheeta (nee Gill)
Ngara Secondary and Jamhuri High Schools

Year of Entry 1967              Year of leaving 1972
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“ Best wishes to all students and teachers of ESS
on the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee Reunion 2016

from Purgent and Anjali Patel”
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Extras at a glimpse:
Suites to accommodate from 100 – 1400 people

Registered for Civil & Partnership marriages
In house catering available or fully equipped kitchen for external caterers to use

Rooftop Terrace

The Langley
Banqueting & Conference Suites In Watford, Hertfordshire

Rooftop Terrace

We all had a fantastic 
evening and want to thank 
you for making our dinner 

and dance reception 
special.  The suite looked 
fabulous and had been 

dressed perfectly, exactly 
how we had asked. 

The food was outstanding 
and the waiting staff were 

super-efficient.  
From booking to end, you 
and your team have been 

fantastic. 
Dinu and Vinod Shah

Just wanted to say a 
massive thank you for 
hosting our wedding. 

The day went perfectly, 
thanks to you and your 

team.

We really enjoyed the day 
and felt stress free. The 

food was amazing, we all 
really enjoyed it.. 

Pooja & Kishan Kotecha

Thank you very much for 
the wonderful 

arrangements for Anand's 
Saanji events. 

Everything went off well 
and the food was 

appreciated by lots of 
people. 

Ajay & Meena Sodha 

Thank you and the whole 
of The Langley team for my 
mum’s 75th surprise party.
The event was once in a 

lifetime. Everything on the 
day went like clockwork, it 

was well planned, the 
venue looked great and 
the food was delicous.

your input, planning and 
suggestions for the day 

was flawless.
Thank you from the 
bottom of my heart

 Jyotsna Puntambekar

Ample parking available 
En-suite bride & groom changing rooms

State of the art LED lighting
Beautiful Roof Terrace

www.langleybanqueting.co.uk
The Langley, Gade House, 38-42 The Parade, High Street, Watford, Hertfordshire, WD17 1AZ 
T: 01923 218 553 E: info@langleybanqueting.co.uk

  Like us:        Langley Banqueting & Conference Suites  Tweet us:       langleywatford

 Birthday Parties
Mehndi Nights

Mehfil Nights
Garba Evenings

Corporate Events

Weddings
Wedding Receptions
Engagements
Civil Marriages

Weekday Venue

Hire starting from

£2000*

Full Packages available

 including parking*

*Conditions apply, please call 

for more detailsils
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Tel: (+44) 0800 612 2726 |Fax: (+44) 020 8428 3975
info@logicarecs.co.uk 
Kirkland House, Peterborough Rd, Harrow, Middlesex HA1 2AX

Associated Company in the UK: LOGICARECS

the necessity for task appropriate Cleaning
Strategies

As a TOTAL SOLUTION provider, ODEX understands 

Our Products & Services enhance the protection of your Brand and

Domestic.
Reputation in all areas of application - Hospitality, Industrial &/or

Drawing on more than 25 Years of experience and expertise, and backed by our extensive 
Technical Support Scheme, we have the Requisite Resources to address and resolve all your
Cleaning & Hygiene concerns and difficulties.
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Best Wishes

to all

Eastleigh Secondary School

Students and Teachers

76



POWER OF CORDED  FREEDOM OF CORDLESS

WE'VE CHANGED THE GAME
 WITH THE NEW DeWALT
 XR FLEXVOLT BATTERY

 GO TO UK.RS-ONLINE.COM AND SEARCH FOR ‘FLEXVOLT’
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On behalf of the Sarova Group, the Vohra family passes
on their best wishes to all the past and present

Eastleigh Secondary School students and teachers.

The Abbey
Great Malvern
Worcestershire
WR14 3ET
t 01684 892332
e abbey@sarova.com

The Bull
Gerrards Cross
Buckinghamshire
SL9 7PA
t 01753 885995
e bull@sarova.com

The Rembrandt
11 Thurloe Place
London
SW7 2RS
t 020 7859 8100
e rembrandt@sarova.com

Sir Christopher Wren
Hotel and Spa
Thames Street, Windsor
Berkshire SL4 1PX
t 01753 442400
e wrens@sarova.com

WWW.SAROVA.COM


