
Report of the Eastleigh Secondary School Reunion 
Holiday Inn, Brentford, London – 29th October 2006 

 
The Reunion of ex-students and teachers was held on 29

th
 October 2006 at the Holiday Inn in 

Brentford, London to mark the 50
th
 anniversary of Eastleigh Secondary School, Nairobi.  

 
The organisers decided to track down as many as 400 ex-students and teachers, both in the 
UK and overseas – in the USA, Canada, Kenya, the Middle East and Europe. The aim was to 
bring them all together under one roof for an afternoon of fun and frolics, memories and 
nostalgia, food and music, dancing and joy!! The other aim is to support the alma mater – 
Eastleigh Secondary School in Nairobi  - with additional facilities and provision. Both these 
aims were fulfilled in a most memorable afternoon.  
 
On the day, there were as many as 260 participants, including wives and friends of 164 ex-
students, from all over the world. On behalf of the organisers, Jagjit Singh Gill, Jayant Tanna, 
Nisar Butt and Varinder Seth addressed the gathering. Jagjit gave an outline of the current 
situation at ESS following his visit to Nairobi. The school had been in turmoil financially and 
had suffered educationally, for a whole host of reasons. There were issues concerned with 
staffing, distant housing and punctuality, poor accommodation, parental/pupil attitudes and 
deprivation. He asked for the support of colleagues to help their alma mater. Jayant Tanna 
tabled a ‘Draft Rules of ESS Reunion’ document and invited comment. The document was 
adopted universally in principle and some colleagues gave suggestions for improvement at 
the end. The participants gave total support to Nisar Butt’s recommendation to form a Trust to 
help the Nairobi Eastleigh Secondary School in every way.  
 
In the absence of the Chief Guest, H.E. the High Commissioner of Kenya Mr. Joseph 
Muchemi, the First Secretary Mr. John Tippis delivered an excellent speech. He lauded the 
event and praised the participants for their affection for and attachment to Eastleigh 
Secondary School, Nairobi. He promised to let everybody at the Kenya High Commission 
know of the superb example the ESS Reunion was setting in supporting Education in Kenya. 
He was also keen to maintain contact with the Reunion and facilitate all administrative and 
bureaucratic measures to support the Reunion’s efforts to help ESS students, teachers, 
managers and governors. The guest speaker Mr Justice Mota Singh also commended the 
organisers and wished them success in their noble endeavour.  
 
There were some melodious songs from yesteryear accompanied by music provided by 
Akram and Party. In the midst of it all, a beautiful wildlife painting, donated by the family of 
one of our past students the late Surinder Singh Phull, was auctioned for £550 – and bought 
by Prem Sharma. Another item, a replica of the car that won the East African Safari rally was 
donated for sale by auction by the winner Mr. Joginder Singh. It fetched £200, bought by 
Karamjit Singh Matharu. Raffle prizes were also distributed. Photographs of all the colleagues 
were taken in order of their Year of Leaving. A CD containing copies of ESS magazines from 
1956 to 1966 (excl 1961) were available to members for £10.00. A number of ex-teachers and 
colleagues from overseas thanked the organisers for the wonderful occasion. Varinder Seth 
on behalf of the organising committee thanked all those who had helped to make the event so 
successful. Raghbir Singh Rahi amongst others proposed a vote of thanks to all members of 
the organising committee for their wonderful organisation, dedication and commitment.  
 
In order to mark the occasion, a souvenir magazine was published and presented to all 
participants. The magazine editor, Jayant Tanna, included personal profiles of ex-Principals, 
ex-teachers and of 110 ex-students, with their ‘now and then’ photographs. The magazine 
chronicled the various aspects of school leadership, staffing, sporting teams and other events 
with interesting photographs of the last reunion and the school. The profiles made a 
fascinating reading of the trials and tribulations, joys and sorrows and the development and 
progress of all ex-students and teachers. They had all lived up to the school motto ‘Industry 
and Integrity’. 

 
 



Collation of Feedback Notes from the Reunion 29th October 2006 
 

Feedback received from 80 colleagues 

 
You may be interested to know that the total attendance was 260, including ex students, their 
wives and guests. Of these, 164 were ex students as follows: - 
 

Distribution by region 
 

Region Number Region Number 

London and suburbs 100 USA 9 

Midlands 27 Canada 7 

North of England 10 Kenya 8 

West of England 2 Spain 1 

 
Distribution by Year Groups 

 

Year Number Year Number Year Number Year Number 

1955 7 1960 19 1965 4 1970 1 

1956 12 1961 13 1966 6 1971 3 

1957 25 1962 9 1967 4 1972 3 

1958 10 1963 13 1968 8   

1959 10 1964 12 1969 3   

Total 
55-59 

64 Total 
60-64 

66 Total 
65-69 

25 Total 

70-72 

7 

 

What participants found to be good 
 

• A very good effort, keep up the good work. Hopefully we can do something for our old school 

• Effort by organisers was very good! Keep up the good work 

• Everything was well organised 

• Excellent arrangement. Compliments to all organising committee members 

• All of it! All work put in by organisers well worth it, paid off! Well done! 

• The day was great in all aspects. Thank you to Committee for convening such a great day 

• It was wonderful to meet my husband’s school mates and old friends as we have been in USA 
since 1972. We will definitely visit again! Organisers have worked really hard 

• Meeting old friends, Good to know committee is doing something to help the school 

• Most important was desire of committee to help ESS – Will be very happy if this is done 

• As far as I am concerned, it was all fantastic! Meeting old colleagues most enjoyable – 
Everyone doing so well. Keep it up! 

• Meeting long lost friends and the excitement it creates 

• Old friends, a must function to be held every 5 years 

• Social interaction – meeting all sorts of people, young and not so grown 

• It was fun meeting people after so long and see what can be done for ESS 

• It was wonderful to meet all old friends after so many years, Thanks!! 

• Good to meet up or hear about people you were with and enjoy newly re-discovered friends 

• Meeting and renewing contact with long lost friends, and highly charged emotional 
expectations, which were fulfilled. Great day in my life. 

• Met most long lost friends and made new ones (2) 

• Renewing friendships. Very successful affair 

• Meeting old friends and classmates not seen for many years (10) 

• Recognising old faces, never knew there were so many old students around  

• Gave people the opportunity to meet up who may have lost touch 

• Meeting people, having old stories again – On the whole, a good day out 

• All very good! Meeting old buddies was the best! Right at the start! 

• To meet old friends and renew old acquaintances 

• I enjoyed every second of it! 



• The souvenir magazine was very good!  

• Informal environment, music, organisation etc was good (2) 

• Under the circumstances, everything was enjoyable, Shant would have marked it 10/10 

• All aspects because I have never attended before 

• All speeches before lunch-time 

• The speeches, venue, organisation and the day itself 

• Presentation and venue were good The venue, music was great (3) 

• Speech by TC Sharma was an inspiration to all of us near retiring! 

• Everything was brilliant, enjoyed thoroughly 

• It was a special day! 

• It was one of the best days since 1962, when I came to England! 

• Everything! 

• Food was good quality (2) good entertainment 

• The whole day was marvellous and gave us an opportunity to meet up again with some 
wonderful old school fellows 

• Organisation laudable, choice of Mota Singh was good 

• The response from Kenya High Commission rep was good. Justice Mota Singh contributed 
well. Positive meeting with old class mates 

 
Aspects participants found to be weak 

 
• No cloakroom for coats 

• Quality of long-winded speeches, Speeches (3) 

• Seating by Year groups would made it easier to recognise faces from 40 years ago!. Reserved 
Seating name tags required, Seating not organised to help meet friends (4) 

• Lack of parking (2) 

• Registration time too long! 

• Reception area too small for gathering 

• Taking group photos, Photographs rushed at the end! Photograph sessions (3) 

• Group photos should have been House photos…After one group photo, they should have been 
moved on 

• Photo session – too much emphasis on early years; badge year and name wrong 

• Most emphasis given to years 1956-1960, all years should be treated equally 

• Typo errors in magazine, sameness rather than variety of people in pictures 

• Too much was cramped in a short space of time, Not enough time!(2) 

• Should have been shorter period of time (2) 

• Splitting the meal 

• Needed more informal time 

• Music. Not sure if necessary. Most wanted to meet others, reminisce 

• Music session as it was timed badly (2) 

• Music too loud, friends want to talk, chat 

• Undue and excessive use of Punjabi showed lack of respect for those who did not 
know/understand it 

• Keynote speaker could have been more imaginative, list of all participants would have been 
advantageous 

• More light hearted entertainment 

• Lot of room for improvement, failure to organise class reunion, sound effects poor, too loud 

• Failed to organise formal part of agenda, poor about future organisation 

• Indiscipline of some of the guests! 

 
Additions and Improvements suggested by participants  

 
• Ample notice to inform all colleagues 

• Leave in the good hands of committee members 

• Should make more effort to advertise the event in the media 

• Some later years didn’t seem to know about this – Devise ways to inform them 



• Invite more people 

• Map of the venue (2) 

• Names and addresses of all participants with Year of leaving at registration 

• Seat people by leaving year (9) 

• Get badges right 

• More info sooner, should acquire input and suggestions from participants 

• Forewarn audience if wishing to seek their opinions  

• Speeches after whole meal 

• Keep speeches as short as possible, more time to interact with friends 

• Fewer speeches (2) 

• Participation from the floor, from distinguished Heads, doctors, teachers 

• Formal organisation to be formed, minimise Punjabi speeches/music, promote Kenya values, 
culture not just stick a flag, make more effort to bring later years and African graduates  

• For any decisions to be taken, briefing papers should be provided in advance 

• CD of old photographs 

• Photos taken in different part of the hall, give more time to musicians 

• Maybe improve the musicians 

• Let ex students do the entertainment 

• I think it was just right in all aspects 

• More variety of food, needs to be hot when served 

• Have better parking, try to encourage more of the younger group to attend 

• Needs to be an all-day affair 

• Add classical dancing! 

• Provide free parking – Pity no mention of Racecourse Secondary School 

• Please include Race Course SS 

• More formal entertainment, eg a good singer, comedian or group 

• Held in evening with Dinner and Dance 

• Make sure Tusker is served! 

 
Next Reunion suggestions from participants - When and where 

 
• Same venue (7) if parking sorted; Same venue but change catering;  

• Same venue or one in Central London; Same venue – maybe in 12 to 18 months time 

• London (5); London is OK (I live in the USA) – Consider closer tube connection 

• Outside London on the western side near Heathrow (2) 

• Similar venue; Similar venue in the suburbs; South London 

• Anywhere in England/London 

• London or Midlands (2) 

• Central place with easier access; Central England location..Birmingham, Leicester etc.. 

• Maybe midlands so its central and definitely on a Saturday; Any central place 

• Summer time in a countryside old mansion; Open air – Farm 

• Toronto (Rakesh Sharma); Toronto, Canada in Summer or Fall (Autumn) 

• Other place eg Nairobi, L.A., Toronto, even India – why not? 

• !st choice Nairobi, 2
nd
 Los Angeles 

• Not for another few years – Nairobi would be great with visit to the school 

• Nairobi; Perhaps organise the gathering at the school itself! 

• Wherever the majority of students live; Where its convenient for all (2) 

• Anywhere! Have it on a Saturday; In October 

• Should be repeated every year or two years. It should be used to raise funds for the   school 

• In 2 to 4 years (2); Every 5 to 10 years – same venue; In 10 years, closer to London  

• No opinion as I am from the USA; Same time 
 

• Each comment is from an individual participant. If a comment has a number in brackets 
attached, it signifies the number of participants who made the same comment. 

 

• Not all participants commented on all the sections. While some were more detailed in their 
comments, others were empty. 



 

Feedback Grades Analysis 
 

 Excellent Good Satisfactory Fair 

     

Venue 51 25 1 2 

Food 35 32 7 5 

Music 32 27 14 6 

Formal part 34 30 12 4 

Informal  31 38 5 4 

Organisation 56 21 1 0 

Magazine 56 21 1 0 

Value for money 44 24 7 2 

Overall 37 37 5 1 
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