
1 
 

REPORT OF THE EX-ESS DINNER RE-UNION 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7TH MARCH 2012 

AT ANGITHI RESTAURANT, NAIROBI 
 
Background 
Jayant Tanna, Chairman of ESS Alumni and Nisar Butt, Treasurer of ESS Alumni were visiting Eastleigh 
High School from London to present 33 computers to the school. They suggested to Pritpal and Teja 
to arrange a Dinner meeting of ex-ESS colleagues in Nairobi in order to renew old ties and build new 
ones. It was agreed to hold a Dinner Re-union of ex-ESS students on Wednesday 7th March 2012 at 
Angithi Restaurant, Westlands, Nairobi.  
 
Arrangements 
An informal group of Pritpal Singh Thethy, Teja Singh Kalsi, Alaudin Qureshi, Nazir Ahmed Lone and 
Pramod Shah was set up. Every effort was made to contact all known ex-students and repeated 
reminders were sent by email, text or telephone. The group at its final meeting discussed all issues 
at length and agreed on the content of the programme for the event: 
 
7:30 pm to 8:30 pm Arrival and Registration - Meet and Greet  
8:30 pm Introduction – Alaudin Qureshi – MC 
8:35 pm Welcome by Teja Singh Kalsi – ESS Nairobi 
8:45 pm Address by Jayant Tanna - Chairman, ESS Alumni 
9:05 pm Address by Fred Awuor – Principal Eastleigh High School 
9:15 pm Proposals for formation of ESS Alumni (Kenya) 
9:25 pm Questions from the floor 
9:30 pm Dinner and Music 
10:30 pm Feedback and Ways forward 
10:45 pm Vote of Thanks - Pritpal Thethy  
 
It was agreed that Jayant would draft a set of ‘Rules’ based on those of ESS Alumni and prepare a 
Programme and Feedback Form for the Dinner Reunion. Teja would make photocopies and 
distribute these to all present.  
 
Attendance: 
Present (37) 
Ajit Singh Ryat, Alaudin Qureshi, Dipak Anand, Anil Abdulla, Ashwin Patel, Bachu Patel, Bashir 
Chaudhary, Bhasker Patel, Bilal Cockar, Gurdial Singh Panesar, Davinder Devgan, Dharampal Choda, 
Dinesh Kapila, Gurcharan Singh Gill, Gurdev Singh Kenth, Harjinder Juttley, Jaswant Singh Bharij, 
Jaswant Singh Babra, Khalid Dar, Manjit Marwa, Mohez Karmali, Mubarak Shah, Nazir Lone, Omesh 
Kapila, Prabhulal Shah, Pritpal Thethy, Pankaj Jani, Ravinder Kohli, Satpal Ghataura, Satpal Singh 
Jowhal, Satwant Singh Phull, Shirish Shah, Teja Singh Kalsi, Yash Pall Wadhwa, Nisar Butt (UK) and 
Jayant Tanna (UK). Manjit Singh Marwa, not from ESS, attended as a friend. Mr Fred Awuor, Principal 
of EHS, attended as an invited guest.  
 
Apologies (19) 
Balwant Singh Loyal, Davinder Singh Sihra, Vinod Rai, Surinder Singh Roopra, Surinder Singh Sihra, 
Satpal Singh Sihra, Resham Singh Bains, Pankaj Shah, Rajni Patel, Ranjit Singh Rupra, Narinder Singh 
Roopra, Javed Abdulrahman, Hassan, Ehsan Malik, Gulzar Singh Kalsi, Harmeet Singh Dadhlia, 
Joginder Singh Bhangra, Sunil Dhall and Pramod Patel 
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Others Contacted (12) 
Arun Handa, Farook Chaudry, Pramod Bhandari, Mohamed Anwar, Malkit Singh Juttla, Onkar Singh 
Dogra, Pramod Shah, Shaukat Sheikh, Suresh Kapila, Surinder Singh Sandhu, Shantilal Shah and 
Gursharan Singh Lall.  
 
Feedback from those who attended was very positive and most of them wanted such functions to be 
held at more frequent intervals. 
 
Accounts: 
Each member paid KShs.1700/-.The current school Principal was invited as a guest. Besides these, 
there were four musicians who entertained the gathering. The accounts of collections & 
disbursements are as follows: 
 
Collections -36 members & 1 guest  KShs.62,900 
Paid to Angithi Restaurant for Dinner  KShs.50,000 
Paid to Musicians for the PA system   KShs.10,300 
Balance in hand    KShs.2,600 
(The balance would be deposited into the new bank account of the Alumni.) 
 
The Event 

1) As Alaudin Qureshi was not well enough to MC the event, Jaswant Singh Babra agreed to 
step in his shoes. Teja Singh Kalsi welcomed everyone, particularly Jayant and Nisar from 
London - and thanked them for their attendance.  

2) Jayant Tanna talked about the September 2011 ESS Reunion in London and showed a part of 
the DVD of the event. He talked about the work of ESS Alumni and their donation of 33 
computers to EHS. He invited all who could to attend the computer presentation event at 
EHS on Friday 9th March. He raised the issue of support for the school repainting programme 
and supporting vulnerable children’s fees. He suggested the setting up of a local 
organisation of ex-ESS colleagues.  

3) Mr Fred Awuor, the Principal of EHS, thanked everyone and ESS Alumni for their donation 
and support with training teachers. He informed the meeting that school’s standards had 
dipped in the past but were now improving. He requested the old boys to support the school 
in every way, including paying the fees of vulnerable children like orphans and support the 
schools finances. He was supported by Ashwin Patel, one of our Old Boys, who is on the 
Governing Body of EHS and has led the drive to support vulnerable children at EHS with fees 
and other facilities. 

4) Jayant Tanna was requested to take the meeting through the reasons for the proposals to 
set up an old boys’ group. He outlined all the benefits and the work of ESS Alumni in London 
and since the school was in Nairobi, he strongly urged the meeting to agree to the setting up 
of a formal organisation. After a brief discussion, his suggestion was accepted by all present. 
Jayant then suggested that the group be formed and run on the basis of the document of 
Rules already circulated. He suggested an interim committee to be set up to formalise the 
arrangements and come up with firm proposals within 6 months (by September 2012) when 
the new committee would be elected.  

5) All in attendance agreed to the setting up of a local Kenyan Alumni and registered with the 
Registrar’s office. They all agreed with the Draft set of Rules.  

6) In order to expedite matters, an interim committee was chosen who would run the 
organisation for 6 months until September 2012, after which formal elections will be held. 

7) Three Office bearers and five members of the committee were selected. 
8) Satpal S. Jowhal (Chairman); Pritpal S.Thethy (Secretary); Ashwin Patel (Treasurer); Teja S. 

Kalsi, Jaswant S.Babra; Pankaj Jani, Alaudin Qureshi and Gurdial S.Panesar;  
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9) It was agreed to set annual subscriptions for members at KShs.1000/-.This would be revised 
if necessary when an elected committee takes over in September 2012. 

10) It was also proposed that after the Registration of the Alumni was formalised, two bank 
accounts would be opened - One for General administration and the other for charitable 
activities dedicated to supporting those children who cannot afford school fees, for repairing 
& refurbishing and repainting the school and other such activities. The gathering was 
informed that the school will be willing to offer two seats on its Board to the proposed 
Alumni.  

11) All enjoyed an excellent meal followed by melodious songs from Azhar and Party.  
12) After a Vote of Thanks from Pritpal, everyone headed home after a very enjoyable and 

memorable evening.  
 
INFORMAL INTERIM COMMITTEE MEETING: 
An informal meeting of committee members and guests,hosted by the Chairman of interim 
committee,Mr Satpal S.Jowhal was held on Thursday 15th March 2012 at 7.30pm at his residence in 
Wentworth Apartments,Kileleshwa.In this meeting the following was discussed and agreed: 
 

1) Satpal volunteered to register the Alumni with the Registrar’s office under the Societies Act. 
2) Jayant Tanna promised to send to him the UK Alumni’s Constitution which Satpal would 

amend incorporating local rules. 
3) As the Registration of the organisation was going to take time it was agreed to use Satpal’s 

client account for banking the subscriptions and donations for various activities in the 
interim period. 

4) Ex-colleagues were requested to send their subscriptions and donations to “ESS Alumni –
S.S.Jowhal & Co. Client A/C “.  

5) Pending registration the address of the Alumni will be the same as for S.S.Jowhal & Co. i.e. 
P.O.Box 42296-00100GPO. 

 
APPEAL: 
We are appealing to all members to please:  

1) Complete their contact details on the Membership Form (enclosed) and send it with their 
cheques for K Shs 1000/00 payable to “ESS Alumni – S.S. Jowhal & Co. Client a/c” at the 
earliest. 

2) Donate for the activities generously and send their cheques as funds are urgently needed for 
school repainting (KShs 1.6 Million) and supporting vulnerable/orphan children’s fees (KShs 
20,000 per child per year for 4 years).  

3) Inform all the other ex-students who we have missed out or who are not on the attached list 
and get them to become members and donors. 

4) Go through the attached Draft Rules and give feedback. 
5) For those members who did not do so, please complete theenclosed Membership Form and 

Feedback Sheet of the Reunion Dinner. 
6) Give us your feedback and suggestions. 

 
Finally, we are hoping to put photographs of the Dinner Reunion on our website. Those who took 
photos please send the pictures to Jayant Tanna at jntanna@aol.com by email urgently or as soon as 
possible. 


